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At the Threshold of the Year 


By George Klingle 


| WOULD now read the record of the year that hath gone by ; 
Look backward to the days God gave, and know the reason why 
So little lies beneath my hand, in writing God may ses, 

As record of the days he gave for Christ-like ministry. 


Now, on the threshold of a year God giveth me anew, 

1 would the old year's daily steps by search-light’s help review. 
Here opportunity lies waste, and there a task half done, 

And yet, unto the year just past, God adds another one. 

‘This prayer I say, in looking on toward days that lie ahead : 
God help me, in this newest year, leave not a page unread - 
Of tasks he lays before my hand; of joys he means for me; 
Through little steps along the way of Christ-taught ministry. 











Discovering God 
God loves to be discovered. From the time that 
man fell in sin, and before, God has eagerly, persis- 
tently sought to have man discover Him, sought to 
make Himself known to man, that God and man 
might be in closest ae and in perfect under- 
u 


standing with each other. t there.is one key to 
the discovery of God; and those who will not use 
that key can never know God, Both Job and the 
Apostle Paul cried out in reverent wonder and wor- 
ship that God’s ways are past finding out. That is 
God’s word to us, and is therefore true; at the same 
time there is a blessed truth, found also in God’s 
Word, that, as some one has well put-it, “God’s ways 
are past finding out, save by trusting.” If we want 
to know God, we must first believe him. If we want 
to understand some of his ways, we must first be- 
lieve without asking to understand. The man who 
says he will wait until he understands exactly why 
God does this or that, and after he understands will 
then believe God, will never either understand or be- 
lieve. Doubtless those who are eternally lost because 


of their unbelief will never, through all eternity, un- 
derstand God and God’s ways. Sut a multitude of 
puzzling questions as to God’s ways are instantly 
illuminated to us when, abandoning all our questions, 
we simply believe him in blind faith. And the end, 
the glorious crown, of this complete and unquestion- 
ing faith in God is that some day we shall see him 
“face to face,” and shall know fully even as also we 
are fully known (1 Cor. 13: 12). , 


a 
Crucified 


There can be no resurrection without a death. 
If we are to “know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection,” we must first “become conformed to his 
death.” That is why the victorious life is possible 
only with the surrendered life: we surrender, let go 
of everything, in order that God may put to death 
that hopelessly sinful self which cannot do his will, 
and then fill us with our risen Lord Jesus. “Do not 
fear to measure your whole length on the cross of 
Christ,” wrote a Christian recently to a friend who 
was being tested; “it is the instrument by which we 
accomplish the death of our human self, and let His 
life come forth. When we die, then He lives.” Our 
death was accomplished in the death of Christ, be- 
fore we were born; but he cannot apply this to us 
until we Say to him that we are ready. 


x<— 


How Peter Joined in the “ Push” 


Some €arnest Christians are carrying on two 
kinds of war at once. Peter von Koeckhoven, the 
young Belgian apostle of the trenches, won to Christ 
through Mr, and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, wages the 
two kinds of warfare with unflagging ~ persistence. 
He fights against flesh and blood; and he fights also 
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heav- 
enly places (Eph. 6:12). Some months ago, before 
leaving for a furlough in London, he had been 
gassed with the new “mustard” gas that is so deadly; 
and in London, finding his hearing and throat badly 
affected, with reluctance he went to a hospital, and 
was greatly troubled when the doctors assured him 
that he would not be able to return to the front for 
some time. He wanted to get back for the “push” 
which he felt would soon begin, and particularly he 


wanted to be on hand to encourage the Christian 
soldiers and be of any help he could to them. But in 
the London hospital the sister of an English soldier 
he had met at the front came to him wearing deep 
mourning. Her fiance had been killed in battle; now 
she was in despair and did not believe that life was 
worth living. Later she told Peter that she had fully 
decided to take her own life. And Peter told her of the 
Prince of life; of his own conversion and great peace 
now in the midst of war and turmoil and sorrows and 
losses. He showed her, too, the destiny of those who 
refuse Christ. After another visit or two with Peter 
at the hospital the despairing young womap\ fully ac- 
cepted Christ as her Saviour, was comforted as only 
God can comfort, and rested in the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, A_ victorious 
“push” had indeed been made into the enemy’s 


country. 


To Discouraged Christians 


An heir sometimes loses his inheritance when the 
law courts break a will. But there is one “last will 
and testament” that no law courts can ever break. 
And there is one heir who is never going to lose his 
inheritance,—not one jot or one tittle of it. That 
will and testament was made by God. And, wonder 
of wonders! God himself is the heir! And He will 
see to it that he gets his entire inheritance. His will 
guarantees himself “the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). Every be- 
liever—that is, every one who has accepted Jesus 
Christ as Saviour—is a saint. God tells us that he 
himself has a gloriously rich inheritance in every 
believer. He is not going to be defrauded of that 
inheritance, Neither Satan nor the faint-hearted, 
stumbling, even defeated and discouraged believer 
can rob God of His inheritance in that believer. 
Would it not be well for us, as Christians, to re- 
member this inviolable word of God the next time 
we are discouraged or are tempted to discourage- 
ment? .As though it were our responsibility to see 
things through! If it were, we might well be dis- 
couraged. But it is God’s responsibility. He is not 
discouraged ; he is not defeated or defeatable. He is 
going to secure his whole gloriously rich inheritance 
in even the discouraged Christian. How much room 
is left for discouragement when we stop to think 
of that? 


A War Council’s Aims 


day-school lesson to sailors in a big Naval 

Training Station is a new feature of Christian 
service called forth by war conditions. Sunday-school 
teachers in Chicago are willingly doing this work. 
It is one of the greatest of the activities of the new 
Sunday School War Councl. 

The organization of this War Couficil is the re- 
sult of the combined wisdom of a number of the 
Sunday-school leaders of America, those engaged in 
both interdenominational and denominational work. 
The War Council is limited to 100 men, carefully 
chosen, and its executive committee ‘to fifteen. 

The supply of Bible teachers for the Army Camps 
is a phase of work into which the Sunday School 
War Council has entered with eager zest and 
enthusiasm, The Council has been asked by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, to whom has 
been entrusted the titanic task of caring for the 
spiritual welfare of ali our military forces during 
the World War, to aid in furnishing to every local 
Camp Secretary information as to the leadership, 
ability, and Christian experience of the enlisted men. 
The plan is for this information to be gathered on 
approved blanks. The schools are also asked to fur- 
nish lists of experienced and tested Bible class leaders 
from the vicinity of the camps who will teach the 
organized classes while the men are in training. They 
will also suggest men qualified to give the right kind 
of Bible study addresses. 

The Sunday School War Council has elected R. A. 
Waite, Associate Superintendent of the Secondary 
Division of the International Sunday School Asso- 


Gi up before daylight to teach the Sun- 


ciation, as its representative in working out plans of 
co-operation with the Y. M. C War Council. 
This places Mr. Waite in a position of advantage as 
adviser to Fred S. Goodman, Bible Study Secretary 
of the National War Work Council of the Y. M. C. A. 

Mr. Goodman reports to the War Council that the 
Bible teaching work now being done at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station near Chicago, is possi- 
bly the best piece of work that is being done in the 
country at the present time in the way of religious 
work for the military forces of the country. Mr. 
Goodman is indeed getting under weigh remarkably 
effective work the country over, and in the near fu- 
ture The Sunday School Times will pyblish an article 
from him about it, entitled “Bible Study in the Big 
Camps.” 

Sunday-school men of Chicago are supplying the 
teachers for the Great.Lakes Naval Training Station, 
and the work has been done through a committee of 
the Cook County Sunday School Association. 

These teachers, men and women, get up at five 
o’clock in the morning to catch a train that will 
take them out from Chicago to the nine o’clock Sun- 
day-school service at the Training Station. Classes 
are assembled from the individual companies, but 
as the attendance is voluntary, the classes naturally 
vary in size. One of the teachers had only four 
pupils, while another ran as high as 139. 

“One of the teachers at the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station is the Vice-President of the First 
National Bank of Chicago. ‘This is no lark,’ said 
he, ‘but I intend to stick right to it.’” 

The International Uniform Lessons are taught, so 
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that the Sunday-school workers and teachers can. 


throw into this wonderful opportunity for service all 
the training which they have had in the study of 
methods and lesson helps. Twenty thousand dollars 
are needed to carry on the work of supplying Bible 
teaching to the various training camps and canton- 
ments around the country. 

It has been decided that the Council shall ad- 
just its service strictly to that which the Government 
itself recommends. The work therefore will flow 
chiefly through the channels of food conservation, 
Red Cross, and Bible study in the camps under the 
guidance of the Y. M. C. A. A most effective pro- 
gram of co-operation is being arranged with these 
agencies. 

This great Sunday School War Council has pre- 
pared a circular outlining something of its plans and 
purposes for the future, It is planning to work out 
a graded program of activities to be recommended 
for the home base. The circular is signed by Edgar 
Blake, Chairman of the Council, and by John L. 
Alexander, Secretary. Dr. Blake is Corresponding 
Secretary of the Sunday School Board of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, and one of the most our- 
standing figures in denominational Sunday-school life 
to-day. Mr. Alexander is Superintendent of the Sec- 
ondary Division of the Internatiqnal Sunday School 
Association: 

An interesting opening exercise for Sunday-schools 
has been prepared for the Council, and is suggestive 
of others that may be sent out from time to time in 
aiding the Government in the work of food conserva- 
tion. This opening exercise is in the form of a 
responsive reading that continues on this wise: 


How many families are there in the United States? 

Twenty millions. 

If every family wasted one slice of bread a day, 
how many slices would be wasted? 

Twenty million slices daily. 

If a loaf of bread costs ten cents, and each wasted 
slice is a tenth of the loaf, what would be the cost 
of the bread wasted every day? 

Two hundred thousand dollars a day. 

What would this waste amount to in a year? 

About seventy-three million dollars a year! 

Yes, and that seventy-three millions in one dollar bills 
would reach from New York to San Francisco, back 
again to New York, and from there to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. If this wasted bread were made into a single 
loaf, it would be four hundred feet long, four hun- 
dred feet high, and four hundred feet wide. 


In an article entitled “Vast Saving of Wheat and 
Meat” in the New York Times Magazine of December 
9, 1917, the writer, Richard Barry, readily concedes 
that the Government has found the churches of the 
country to be “the best avenue of approach” to the 
homes of the country. The 20,000 churches partici- 
pating have an average membership of two hundred, 
or forty families each, averaging five to a family. In 
checking up results for two months, the food admin- 
istration finds, says Mr. Barry, that these 800,000 
families have been averaging nine wheatless‘and four- 
teen meatless meals each week. 

A single church, the First Presbyterian, of East 
Orange, N. J., with 1,242 members, with 305 families 
participating for the week ending November 24, 1917, 
reported 2,604 wheatless, 4,123 meatless, and 6,221 
wasteless meals. 

The teaching of Bible classes and the preparation 
of helpful opening exercises are but two oi the ways 
in which the powerful Sunday-school forces of the 
country are coming to the aid of the Government. 

A work allied with food conservation is that which 
the War Council has undertaken at the request of 
the Armenian and Syrian Relief Committee. The 
Sunday: school children of America can do a great 
deal more than they have even done so far to help 
save the lives of the 400,000 starving children alone, 
not to mention adults, who are in Bible lands. The 
Sunday School War Council has appointed Sydney 
A. Weston, D.D., as its representative. Dr. Weston 
is the Editor of the Educational Publications of the 
Congregational Sunday School and Publication So- 
ciety, with headquarters at Boston. He has already 
prepared valuable material for the use of the Sun- 
day-schools for a special early campaign. 

Upon the recommendation of the War Council, 
the Red Cross is to establish a department of Sunday- 
schdol work. A practical Sunday-school man in the 
person of W. H. Danforth has been invited to be the 
Director, and to accept the charge of formulating a 
completely graded relief program, Mr. Danforth is 
the president of the Ralston Purina Company, pro- 
ee of cereal and feed-stuff mills at St. Louis, 

uffalo, Nashville, and Fort Worth. He is superin- 
tendent of the Pilgrim Congregational Sunday-school 
in St. Louis, and president of the Missouri Sunday 
School Association, chairman of the Secondary 
Division Committee of the International Sunday 
School Association, and a member of the Interna- 
tional Executive Committee and Board of Trustees. 

Sunday-schools may easily be organized as aux- 
iliaries, and. can aid in securing Red Cross member- 
ships, co-operating with the Red Cross local chap- 
ters in making Red Cross supplies, and helping to 
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raise funds for adequate hospital care for every 
wounded or sick soldier or sailor boy. Children are 
becoming adept in making certain kinds of bandages 
for the Red Cross work. In Chicago the Sunday- 
school pupils meet with the local Red Cross chapters 
from ten o’clock in the morning to four o’clock in 
the afternoon every Tuesday for this purpose. 

Gerald W. Birks, a Canadian business man and 
member of the International Y. M. C. A. Committee, 
who is now Supervisor of the Y. M. C. A. work with 
Canadian troops in Europe, with headquarters at 
resent in Great Britain, recently wrote to a friend 
in America: ; 


While readily appreciating the magnificent op- 
portunities of Christian service over here, I am 
every day becoming more and more impressed with 
the fact that the real constructive work of the 
Kingdom is what is being done at home by the 
Sunday-school, Y. M, C. A., and kindred organiza- 
tions, for there seems but little chance of a man 
coming through these awful experiences straight, 
unless his feet have been firmly planted on the 
Rock before he leaves home. 


Yet other ways in which the Sunday-schools may 
ne are suggested : 

y steadily maintaining an increase at the home 
end of a spirit of appreciation of the gigantic task 
assigned to the Y. M. C. A., and prayerfully sympa- 
thizing with those who are undertaking it. 

By helping the young men to go to the camps pre- 
pared in some measure for what awaits them. They 
should be asked to go expecting to make themselves 
known to the Religious Work Director, if they are 
members of the church, and not wait to be sought out, 

By helping in the work of distributing Testaments 
and contributing to other welfare work as the calls 
from time to time indicate. 

The Council’s circular not only speaks of con- 
structive work to be done in behalf of the soldiers 
at the front, but in concluding it adds: 

“The home fires of religion must be kept burning 
hot for the sake of the cause of liberty and de- 
mocracy; for the sake of the brave boys who are 
our heroes; for the sake of those who are at home 
and need spiritual help; and for the sake of the 
spiritual preparation which will be needed for the 
repair work immediately following the close of the 
war.” 
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Will-Power and Surrender 


I have just read, in The Sunday School Times of 
November 24, the question by an “Indiana Seeker,” 
“Does it take will-power to ‘let go, and let God’ do it 
all?” and the fine answer given by the Editor. It needs 
no further answer, but the following suggestion by 
Bishop Moule, in his comment upon Ephesians 3: 16-19, 
may be of some help. That passage begins, it will be 
recalled: “That he would grant you, according to the 
riches of his glory, that ye may be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith.”—A Connecticut 
Pastor. 


The comment by Bishop Moule, sent by this reader, 
is so fine that it is here published in full for the 
blessing of others: 


Bishop Moule says that the gift of the Indwelling 
is as free as the gift of pardon, but in order to re- 
ceive this gift we need empowering by the Holy 
Spirit. To be with power made mighty .. . that 
Christ may take up his habitation in your hearts.” 
This is to be the Spirit’s operation, “with power to 
make you mighty,” that you may—not shake the 
earth, but receive the Indweller. 

And why do we need a supreme empowering just 
in order to receive our Life, our Light? Because the 
heart, though it immeasurably needs the blessed In- 
dweller, has that in it that dreacs his absolute In- 
dwelling. Can it trust him with complete eternal 
authority? Will he not use it to purposes terrible to 
the human heart, asserting his po-ition by some in- 
fliction, some exaction, awful and unpitying? So the 
hand, stretched out to “open the door,” the inner 
door—for the King is supposed to be already re- 
ceived into the porch and hall, and more public 
chambers of the being—falls again, and shrinks from 
that turning of the key which is to set the last recess 
quite open to the Master. Here is need for the Holy 
Spirit's empowering work. Come, Holy Ghost, and 
show to the hesitating heart “the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ,” that lovely glory, shown in 
that fair C untenance; then it shall hesitate no more. 
Beholding his love in his look it shall not dread his 
power in his grasp. It shall welcome him wholly in, 
for it shall see, in the light of the Spirit, that “in his 
presence is the fulness of joy,” that “to serve him is 
to reign.” 
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The Improved Lesson Helps 


in This Issue 








Wun a week or two- many of the twen 
million pees in the Sunday-schools of No 

America will have entered upon their enthusiastic 

study of the Improved Uniform Lessons of 1918. 


JUST WHAT THE PLAN IS 


The Uniform Features: 
A general Lesson Title. 
The same Seripture passage as the basis of study for 

all grades. 

One Golden Text for all. - 
Frequently a devotional Scripture Reading intended for 
the opening worship of the school. . 
Additional Scripture Material for the use of the teachers 

of all grades. 


The Grade and Ages? 
The grades recognized are: 

Primary, pupils of 6 to 8 years inclusive. 

Junior, 9 to 11 or 12 inclusive. 

Intermediate, or Boys and Girls, 12 or 13 to 17 in- 
clusive. 

Senior, or Young People’s, 18 to 24 inclusive. 

Adult, 25 and over. 

(The Beginners are not included in these lessons, as 
they are provided for in the Beginners Lessons 
already issued by the International Lesson Com- 
mittee.) 


The Graded Features: 

Different Lesson Topics or Titles adapted to the grades. 

Memory Verses for the various grades. 

Additional Scripture Material, intended specially for the 
Graded Lesson writers. 

Sometimes the Lesson Text for a certain grade is sim- 
ply a smaller portion of the Uniform or general 
Scripture passage for that day. 


It can be the richest year of real Bible study your 
Sunday-school has ever known. A pamphlet de- 
scribing fully the Improved Uniform Lessons, written 
by Dr. Amos R, Wells of the International Lesson 
Committee, may- be had free of charge from The 
Sunday School Times Company, for distribution in 
your Sunday-school and among your friends. 

The Sunday School Times “Lesson Tool Chest” of 
ten sharp tools now contains eleven sharp tools each 
week; the first of the new lessons, and the work of 
this group'of almost a dozen strong, able lesson 
writers, will be found on pages 746 to 750 in this issue. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas, sane, scholarly, continues to 
explain the hard points and open up the richest truths 
of the lesson; and he now adds to his article an 
illuminating discussion of the Additional Material 
for Teachers on the Graded Topics. 

An entirely new feature is the brief, every-week 
article by Dr, C. I. Scofield, counted by many 
America’s greatest Bible teacher, whose widely- 
known Reference Bible is such a blessing to the en- 
tire world. Dr. Scofield now takes up “The Prophecy 
in This Lesson,” and in the style made famous in the 
compact, meaty comments of his Reference Bible he 
shows the meaning of both the fulfilled and the un- 
fulfilled prophetic material of each lesson. 

Ridgway, the Ironmaster, deals as usual with men’s 
problems man-fashion. 

Oriental Lesson Lights, by Dr. Mackie, will con- 
tinue to come straight from Bible lands. 

Round Table Illustrations, contributed by readers 
the world over, will be remembered when everything 
else is forgotten. 

Mr. Howard rounds up the lesson for the entire 
school in a five-minute masterpiece. 

The Lesson Pilot, by the Editor, suggests how to 
seize the interest of the class at the start and hold it 
through to the Golden Truth ending. 

_ The now famous Lesson Cartoon is a revelation of 
sanctified genius in powerful pictures. 

Mrs. Bryner’s rare work for the Primary classes 
will be better than ever with the new Primary Grade 
of the Uniform Lessons. 

A Southern writer now succeeds to the valued 
work furnished by Miss Frederick during the past 
year, in the lesson article for teachers of girls’ 
classes. Mrs. S, H. Askew, of Atlanta, Georgia, has 
had a remarkable experience as a teacher in both 
secular and Sunday-school work. She is introduced 
more fully to her new readers on page 749. 

Pucker’s famous class, from which come the in- 
imitable Boy’s-Eye Views of the lessons, will con- 
tinue under Mr, Rogers, who now takes up again the 
original form of that lesson article.of his, more ex- 
tended and it is believed more helpful -to teachers. 

If you would liké’ fellow-workers in your own 
church or school, or friends in your neighborhood or 
at a distance, who are “not yet subscribers” to The 
Sunday School Times to see what this paper offers 
for the new year of opportunity, enough specimen 
copies to enable them to test the paper for themselves 
will be sent, free of charge, upon your postcard re- 
quest to The Sunday School Times Company. 

(The offer of “Worth While Books” to new clubs 
of subscribers, or for increases in old'clubs, may in- 
terest you; information will be sent for the asking.) 
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What Really is ‘The Gospel’? 


And what percentage of modern church 
membership is actually saved ? 
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reported to have asked the man from whom she 

had been taking dictation: “Who is this Jesus 
Christ, of whom you have been speaking?” A mes- 
sage from the Bible about the way of salvation could 
hardly be taken more seriously by this young lady 
than a passing sentiment from a book of fiction, _ 

Paul, by the Spirit, has divided the human family 
into three general classes. (1) The “natural man,” 
which refers to an wmregenerate person. He is 
“natural” because he has passed through no spirityal 
change. (2) The “carnal man,” who is saved, but is 
living on the lower fleshly plane. Such are “babes in 
Christ” and are said to be “walking as men.” (3) 
The “spiritual” man, who is saved and is walking by 
the Spirit (1 Cor. 2: 14 to 3:3). 

It is a great transition from the state of the “nat- 
ural man” to the state of the saved, and this tran- 
sition is altogether a work of God for the one who 
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ. It is also a great 
transition from the state of the “carnal,” the “babe 
in Christ,” to that of true spirituality. This, too, is 
a work of God for the trusting soul, but depends on a 
life wholly yielded to the indwelling Spirit. 

The rank and file of young people to-day have no 
impression of what-it means to be lost or saved. We 
were told a few years ago that‘less than five percent 


A rezoned woman stenographer in New York is 


of the young men of America ever attend a church, 


and that not over two percent were members of any 
Protestant church. This is a very great change from 
the conditions which existed in the past generations. 
The “natural man” is always prone to disbelieve the 
Bible testimony concerning his lost condition; but 
how much more difficult it has become to reach an un- 
saved person who knows nothing of the message and 
authority of God’s Word. 


Does a Religious Life Commend Us to God? 


It is equally as great a problem to arrest the at- 
tention of those who are trusting in a religious life. 
We should doubtless be shocked could we knowW the 
actual percentage of these in our churches, Some of 
the most able and conservative observers of the pass- 
ing generation have told us that they do not believe 
that over twenty-five percent of the membership of 
our Protestant churches are born again. One min- 
ister who was the pastor of a large Western church, 
and who knows the deeper things of grace, has stated 
that fully seventy-five percent of those received by 
letter into his church were saved after hearing the 
exact message of the Gospel of Grace. 

A moralist is one who trusts in his morality to 
commend him to God; but there is nothing in moral- 
ity that can commend one to God. It is just as true 
that there is nothing in religious works or faithful 
Christian living that can commend a soul to God: 
but people are far more in danger of believing that 
their Christian living will make them: acceptable to 
God. It is just as terrible for a church member to 
be lost as for any one else, and the Gospel may well 
be preached to-day in Bible Conferences and other 
religious gatherings. 

here is great peril as well as value in religious 
training. A child may learn to say his prayers, be 
sent to Sunday-school, in due time be pressed to join 
the church, and later even become an active officer 
in the church, with no other motive than the suppo- 
sition that by such activities he is placing himself in 
a right relation with God. Such people are ‘wide 
open to the popular satanic doctrine that “it does not 
matter what you believe: it is the life that counts.” 
Yet over against this satanic doctrine the Bible 
plainly conditions everything for time and eternity 
cn what one believes, and relates the daily life to this 
only as a fruit of the new nature which is imparted 
to the one who believes, If men wish to invent a re- 
ligion they are quite free to do so; but it is hardly 
honorable, or reasonable, to borrow a few ideas from 
the Bible and still reject the heart of its revelation. 

In Romans 10:1, 2, Paul records his prayer in be- 
half of Israel which was “that they might be saved.” 
Israel, it should be remembered in this connection, 
was the most religious people of that, or any other 
time, so far as carefulness of conduct goes. They 
fasted twice each week, prayed three times each day, 
faithfully gave a tenth of all they possessed, and 
had a great zeal for God. If one of whom all this 
could be said should apply for membership in a mod- 
ern church he would probably receive a royal welcome 
(if perchance he were not too zealous for God). 
It would perhaps surprise many if some faithful 
Christian like the Apostle Paul should at such a 
time intrude a prayer that this very religious person 
might be saved. And why not pray for such? If 
to be saved means only a faithful religious life, then 
Paul’s prayer for Israel is uncalled for, and the whole 











By Lewis Sperry Chafer 





Those who attended the Victorious Life Con- 
ference at Princeton, N. J., last summer, will 
never forget the profound impression made by 
this message of Mr. Chafer’s on salvation. At 
the close an opportunity was given for any who 
now knew that they had not before been clear 
whether they were saved, to give expression 
then and there to their personal acceptance of 
the Good News of life through the death of 
Christ. At least fifteen persons arose, all 
adults, some past middle age. Mr. Chafer’s 
new book entitled “Salvation” is luminously 
clear on this tragically misunderstood subject. 
Christian people everywhere can do untold ser- 
vice by circulating it widely among laymen and 
ministers at home and abroad. (The book is 
published by Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau 
Street, New York City, at 75 cents.) 





Bible teaching with regard to salvation is false as 
well. 

Some who travel many miles to get more light on the 
problems of true Christian living, have never faced 
the real issue of a personal salvation through Jesus 
Christ alone. To this very class I am speaking, and 
I would claim the closest attention of every one who 
thinks himself a Christian in order that we may 
come to some Biblical certainty as to where we stand. 

The Bible plan of salvation did not originate with 
man; it began in the heart of God. It is not adjusted 
to man’s estimates of his own need; it is adjusted to 
the necessities within the very nature of God and 
proposes to answer every desire and claim of His 
infinite Being in behalf of fallen man. Sin is ta 
at God’s valuation; not at man’s. Salvation is ynto 
a new creation capable of a God-honoring daily life, 
with assurance of a place in the eternal glory; not 
unto mere reformation or religious conduct, as im- 
portant as these may be. The condition upon which 
a person may be saved is based upon great divine un- 
dertakings which are already accomplished; not on 
works of righteousness which we may do, The di- 
vine plan of salvation is completed in a Saviour, 
through infinite love, and calls for nothing from a 
helpless sinner other than that he receive that Saviour 
and His saving grace. No man can be saved in the 
Bible way who is not prepared to project his thought 
beyond the sphere of human reason and act on the 
reyelation given from God of His saving grace in 
Christ Jesus. 

Nowhere is faith more tested than in believing the 
divine estimate of the present and the future condi- 
tion of the lost and in accepting the divine statement 
as to why men are lost. Equally foreign to human 
reason are all the unfoldings of the present and 
future blessings of the saved, and the reason they 
are saved; though the statement of these blessings is 
naturally not resented. The Bible describes the pres- 
ent condition of the unsaved by such terms as. “lost,” 
“condemned,” “dead in trespasses and sins,” “blind,” 
“children of Satan,” and “children of wrath.” On 
the other hand it is revealed of the Christian that he 
is now “saved,” “not condemned,” “made alive,” 
“made nigh,” “justified,” “forgiven,” “a citizen of 
heaven,” “made accepted in the Beloved,” and a child 
of favor. From this it is evident that every aspect 
of salvation is superhuman and so must depend on 
God alone for its accomplishment. We cannot for- 
give our own sins, provide ourselves with eternal life, 
write our names in heaven, or translate ourselves “out 
of the power of darkness into the kingdom of his 
dear Son”; but we can put our trust in the Saviour, 
and God has promised that all these things and very 
much more shall be done for the one who thus comes 
to Him by Jesus Christ. 


Only One Reason Why Christ Died 


The great undertakings of God in salvation are re- 
vealed to us in five aspects: (1) The finished work 
in the cross; (2) The convincing and drawing work 
of the Spirit; (3) The exercise of God’s power in 
bringing one into present salvation; (4) The keep- 
ing and developing of the one who has been saved; 
(5) And the final. presentation of the saved one in 
Glory “conformed to the image of His Son.” The 
Word of God tells us that God is righteously free to 
do the last four of these great undertakings only be- 
cause he has perfectly accomplished the first, 
namely, the finished work of the cross. It is re- 
vealed that God must first deal righteously with the 
terrible fact of sin before he can deal in any saving 
way with the sinner. This he has =e in the cross, 
and now that the sin question is divinely answered 
for every man, God is said to be free to satisfy His 


love toward any sinner who will cast himself on His 
saving grace, 

The Bible assigns but one reason for the death of 
Christ, whether it be in type in the Old Testament, 
in narrative in the Gospels, or in doctrine in the 
Epistles. .The Scripture statement is always that 
Christ died as a substitute, and that substitution was 
universal, and so for “every man.” Notice a few 
of these passages: “But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.” “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” “Because we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all dead.” “That he by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 
“And he is the propjtiation for our sins: and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

The sacrificial death of Christ has changed the 
present relation of every man to God. God under- 
took to do something for lost humanity in the cross, 
and it was perfectly accomplished. Those things 
need never be done again, and by them every person 
in the world is potentially provided with priceless 
riches. When a littie babe is expected in a home, the 
mother devotes herself with tireless energy to pro- 
viding every garment that love can imagine the child 
may need. It is a wonderful thing to have some one 
love us and prepare for us even before we are born. 
So God has anticipated the utter helplessness of our 
lost estate, long before we entered this world, and 
has provided a robe of His own spotless righteousness 
through’ the death of His Son. The divine provision 
is fully made in Christ, and the unclothed sinner is 
now urged to but receive the gift of God’s love. 


The Threefold Efficacy of the Cross 


The cross of Christ is said to be a redemption 
toward sin, a reconciliation toward men, and a pro- 
pitiation toward God. We should consider these 
great truths carefully. 

1. Redemption toward sin. This is twofold, by 
blood and by power. The blood which throughout 
Scripture is the ransom price for sin, has already 
been shed by the Lamb of God. “He gave himself a 
ransom for all”; and as certainly the mighty power 
of God is exercised in saving grace toward the in- 
dividual the moment he believes. 

2. Reconciliation toward men. This is also two- 
fold. “God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
himself.” The first aspect of this truth has to do 
with the work of God for the world. The cause of 
offence in the sin of man has been so removed 
through infinite grace that, the passage goes on to 
state, God is “not imputing their trespasses unto 
them.” God believes and knows that all sin was laid 
on His Son whether man believes and knows it or 
not, and man is now held accountable for receiving, 
or rejecting, the Saviour who died for him. This 
aspect of reconciliation, as has been stated, is now 
accomplished for every one; yet there is another as- 
pect, As ministers, in Christ’s stead, we plead with 
individual men that they be reconciled to God. . This 
is a very different phase of reconciliation. It has to 
do with man’s own attitude toward the cross. Can 
we say, “I am wholly satisfied with the cure God 
has provided for my sin”? Are we thoroughly 
changed in our own attitude toward God because of 
the cross? Do we really believe that it is by the 
cross alone that we are reconciled to God, and have 
we peace in spite of our sin because we believe the 
God-provided cure for sin is sufficient? The whole 
world is reconciled by the cross in a provisional way; 
but the real transition is experienced when the indi- 
vidual is reconciled to God. 

3. Propitiation toward God. This word speaks of 
a truth which is unspeakably sweet. It is of a place 
of meeting between God and man, even the righteous 
God and a sinful man. The blood-sprinkled mercy- 
seat of the Old Testament order was such a place of 
meeting, That mercy-seat was a propitiation, ac- 
cording to the Greek in Hebrews 9:5. Because of 
the blood sp~inkled on that mercy-seat, which antici- 
pated the efficacious blood of Christ, Jehovah could 
there meet even sinners with blessing. In the New 
Testament order the propitiation, or place of meet- 
ing, is the very blood-stained body of the Son of 
God on the cross. That shed blood so answers every 
divine judgment for sin that God in boundless grace 
can now meet the chief of sinners at the cross, and 
before that cross no sinner need be afraid. 
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There are also two aspects of divine propitiation. 
Before God the cross has covered the sins of th 
one who believes and the sins of all mankind. “He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.” The cross is a 
message to the unsaved that there has been provided 
a way to Christ is the “way” to God. “There 
is no other way given among men whereby we must 
be saved.” 

Every unsaved person can know from the record 
of the cross a given in God’s Word that a full re- 
demption price has been paid to cover every sin, an 
all-sufficient reconciliation has been accomplished, and 
the way of propitiation has been made for him. 
Since this provisional work is already done in the 
cross, there can be no greater burden laid on the sin- 
ner than that he believe what God says, and believe 
it in the sense that he receives it and rests his eternal 
welfare in the saving grace of God which is for him 
in Jesus Christ. 

The condition upon which the saving power of 
God may be realized is not in hoping that God will 
be gracious: it is in believing that he has been gra- 
cious. It is not in pleading with him to do some- 
thing about our sins: it is in believing that he has 
done something, yea, all that ever needs to be done 
in time or eternity. There is a grea. difference be- 
tween a criminal pleading with the Judge for mercy, 
and that same criminal believing that a full pardon 
has been provided and rejoicing in the assurance that 
he will never again come into judgment. The Publican 
who went up to the temple to pray, and who would 
not so much as lift his face toward heaven, prayed, 
“God be propitiated to me a sinner.” This is ex- 
actly what he said. He did not simply ask for mercy, 
There is the same vital distinction here. It is one 
thing to ask God for an exercise of mercy, and quite 
another to ask that every sin may be righteously cov- 
ered with atoning blood. The Publican must ask 
for propitiation before the death of Christ. It is 
very different now since the blood of Christ has been 
shed. The unsaved now must believe that the blood 
has been shed and that every provision of grace has 
been made. The Publican went down to his house 
justified, which is much more than being forgiven. 
In like manner every person may be justified who 
will as definitely place himself under the provisions 
of grace. 

The one condition, then, upon which man may now 
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be saved is the very opposite of doing anything: it 
is rather believing in One who has done it all. No 
human works can be added. “What shall we do that 
we might work the works of God? This is the work 
of God that ye believe on him whom God hath sent.” 
By over one hundred and fifty passages in the New 
Testament, salvation, in this age, is conditioned on be- 
lief alone. It is this personal deposit of oneself into 
the gracious provisions already made and into the 
power of God through Christ that results in the im- 
mediate transformation from death unto life. It is 
simply by believing: not praying, nor confessing, nor 
repenting. Certainly it is not by promising to try 


‘to merit his goodness. It is by faith alone, and 


apart from all human works. is work is finished 
forever and in this revelation we must rest. 

Saving faith is a personal consciousness, “I know 
whom I have believed.” You know whether you have 
placed your dependence on the Saviour, or whether 
you are trusting and depending on yourself, or any- 
thing else. Have you ever looked at the dying Christ 
and really considered what that death was intended 
to mean to you? If a mother should throw herself 
between her child and the fire and thus save the 
child from death, but cripple herself for life, what 
attitude should the child take toward those scars when 
coming to years of appreciation? Should he not kiss 
those scars and bathe them with his tears? How 
more could he hurt his mother than to disbelieve her 
explanation of the evidence of her sacrificial love? 
What do the scars in the hands of Jesus mean to 
you? Either you believe the Word of God that this 
was his love meeting every need of your sin-cursed 
soul and you are bowing in adoration and devotion 
before this evidence of his grace, or you are turning 
aoe the testimony of God and are making him a 
iar. 

Men are saved “because they believe: men are lost 
because they do not believe. They may do every- 
thing but believe and yet go to perdition, or, if it 
were possible, omit everything else but believe and 
yet be found in Glory, so certainly is salvation re- 
moved from the works of man and made to rest on 
the finished work of Christ. There is only one door 
open to sinful man into this priceless eternal bless- 
ing. It is the way of believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Can you face the cross and the testimony of 
God and not believe? 


East Orance, N.. J. 





Through the Storm to the Y.M.C.A. Tent 


When soldiers braved a Texas blizzard to hear God’s Word 








By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 





VERY time the wind tore out of the inky dark- 
Fines: of the prairie, the small Y. M. C. A. head- 

quarters shuddered, and the little sheetiron stove 
kept humming its tune to itself. The rain beat against 
the rattling windows; here and there in an unpro- 
tected corner the water trickled through and spattered 
on the floor. But the stove and the lights kept out 
the cold and the dark, and the little group of workers 
paid no attention to the violence without. 

It was in an army camp in the Southwest, Near 
the stove, with his chair tilted against the wall, sat a 
soldier reading. His big coat was thrown loosely 
over his shoulders for protection against the wind 
that darted in now and then through the boards— 
and his right arm was supported in a sling. In his 
left hand he held a copy of “Laddie,” which he laid 
down at intervals, in order to pull out his blackened 
corncob pipe and blow the smoke toward the roof, or 
pass a remark or two with some worker. His tanned 
face was overgrown with a stubble of whiskers, but 
it was a cheerful countenance, and was much in con- 
trast to the rather white and often careworn faces of 
some of the others. 

The chief talked over the week’s work with the 
one they called “Doctor,” and often, with great 
vehemence, wanted to know why in the name of com- 
mon sense such a thing had happened as it did, or 
why something had not been done. 

r, ae or two men sat reading near the stove; a 
typewriter clicked away in the corner. At a desk an- 
other headquarters man was absorbed in some papers. 

The lights burned steadily and quietly; they were 
one of the connecting links with civilization, for they 
were electric. A warm glow floated out of the lower 
door of the stove, and now and then, when a stick 
of wood fell into place, a shower of sparks spurted 
out into the room. 

Some one did a clog-dance on the porch. The door 
flew apen, and as the gale blew its chilly breath into 
the room it blew in at the same time the supply- 
truck driver. Slamming: the door behind him, he 
hurried over to the stove. 

“Is it raining outside?” drawled the Doctor. 

“Oh, a little,” returned the other with a smile, as 
he held his dripping sweater before the heat. 


George T. B. Davis, coming from one of the back 
rooms, entered the improvised office. 

“Guess you won’t have much of a meeting in that 
tent to-night,” remarked some one, looking up from 
his paper. 

“Oh, well, we'll go over there anyway; and I 
think there will be some there,” replied Mr. Davis in 
his ever-hopeful, ever-cheerful voice, as he pulled 
on his overcoat. “Some of those fellows will surely 
come.” And he clapped his hat on his head, stuffed 
his pockets with Testaments and membership cards, 
and started for the door, " 

4 ee on,” he said to me as he went out into the 
ark. 

Just then the telephone rang and I was kept for a 
few moments. Then I also started out into the night. 
I knew where the big tent stood but I could see noth- 
ing of it through the blackness. I made my way 
towards it with the wind and rain struggling to tear 
my coat from me, and finally the large form loomed 
up before me. A tent-rope appeared suddenly be- 
fore my face. I ducked under it and went towards 
the light which shone through a slit in the tent. I 
could find no entrance. Completely around the tent 
I stumbled and hunted for the door. Finally I gave 
up the hunt and slid in through the crack. 

Up towards the rough wooden platform in the 
tent sat a small group of soldiers, hatless, but wearing 
their overcoats with the big collars turned up, Mr. 
Davis was talking to a group of them. As I went 
forward and climbed to the platform he opened the 
meeting by asking the men to bow with him in prayer. 

Then he asked me, as I went to the piano, to play a 
chorus for them, which he taught them without books. 
My fingers were stiff from the cold, but Mr. Davis, 
with his good spirits, got the men interested and the 
song went well. After two or three had tried sing- 
ing it alone, the speaker began his talk. 

As he spoke in his earnest, intense way, the wind 
tried repeatedly to drown out his voice. The tent 
poles swayed in the gale, the ropes beat against the 
sides, and, almost incessantly, the loose canvas 
slapped and swayed against the supports. But the 
power of God was working, and in spite of the din, 
the men listened with rapt attention, and at the close 
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a larger proportion accepted Christ than in any other 
meeting we have had. As they came up for the 
Testaments, many said that they would pray for 
and nearly all took extra membership cards to coal 
other members. 

One young man drew Mr. Davis aside. He said 
that he had run away from home as a boy, and that 
since that time he had attended only one religious 
service, and that one under compulsion. He had 
come to this meeting because a chum had thought 
that there was to be some special music, and now he 
was praising God for the mistake and going away 
with Christ as his Saviour. 

As is so often the case, God had used the storm to 
reach the hearts of the men, and this was one of our 
best meetings. 


Fort Worth, Tex. 
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The House with the Satanic 
j Image in Front 


HE man who discredits and tries to overturn 

the Bible has been compared to one who at- 
tempts to push over the Jungfrau by putting his 
shoulder against it and giving it a shove. The fol- 
lowing paragraphs are taken from the 1917 Annual 
Report of the Scripture Gift Mission: 


We cannot close this report without calling at- 
tention to one of the most solemn and suggestive 
things in these present days of conflict, when the, 
Word of God is being received, and its supreme 
authority recognized by many as never before! 
In an old Sussex town among the Downs there 
stands a quaint Fifteenth Century house, bearing 
outside a hideous, carved image, said to represent 
Pan, the heathen deity, from whose fancied pre- 
sentment the hideous representations of the Evil 
One have been derived. Within this very house 
over a hundred years ago, Tom Paine (then the 
som Exciseman) wrote the following awful 
words: 


“The Bible and Testament are forgeries. .. . The 
Word of God cannot exist in any written or human 
language. .. . I sincerely detest it. . . .” 


hen we glance at the record of his life we do 
not wonder at his hatred of God’s Truth: the Two- 
Edged Sword, which is also the Searchlight of the 
Soul, is abhorred of those who love the darkness, 
because their. deeds. are evil.. Fully believing that 
he had undermined the supreme authority of the 
Divine Word of God, he wrote: “Should the Bible 
or Testament hereafter fall, it is not I that have 
done it!” Fall? More than a hundred years have 
passed away; Paine and his puny blasphemies are 
practically forgotten; his works discredited; his 
house with the Satanic figure still outside, passed 
by practically unnoticed! But the Word of God is 
being circulated more widely than ever, not by 
hundreds or even’thousands of copies, but to the 
total of many millions! Paine’s house stands close 
to the sacred spot where, still longer ago, men and 
women of Sussex were burned to death because 
they dared to accept the Divine Truth of the Word 
of God; and overshadowing the town where the 
Pan-disfigured house of Paine still stands, gleams 
the lofty memorial to the memory of those maf- 
tyrs who loved God’s Truth rather than their lives! 
Now, when we seem to stand on the very summit 
of accumulated language, invention, and cultuge 
through the centuries, the world has become war 
devastated, and men in their hour of stress and 
need are giving the Word of God its rightful place 
again. Yes, the Word of God lives, triumphs, 
working wonders, and bringing even greater vic- 
tories than ever to. the name of our glorious 
Lord. “Thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


When She Prayed for the Lost Key 
By Mrs. Rosalind Goforth 


fh. following incident may seem trifling to some, 
but to me no answer in my life ever brought more 
intense relief. 

My husband had gone to hold revival meetings in 
a distant province, and while he was gone I went 
with my Bible-woman to a certain outstation at the 
urgent request of the Christians to preach at a four- 
days’ “theatrical,” which brought great crowds. The 
four days there were enough to wear out the strongest, 
for many hours daily we had ‘to face unruly crowds 
coming and going; and at the end of our stay I 
turned my face homeward atterly worn out. My 
one thought was to get to Wei Hwei, our next sta- 
tion, for a few days’ rest with my youngest children 
who were attending school there. I knew a sight 
of them would recover my energies better than any- 
thing else. 

But in getting home I in some way lost the key of 
the money-drawer. It was Friday, and the, train 
for Wei Hwei left on Saturday at ten o’clock, Dif- 
ferent persons came for money, but I had to put them 
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off with some excuse. There was too much money 
in the drawer for me to leave with the key lying 
around somewhere; besides, I could not go myself 
without money. 

As soon as I had my supper, I started searching. 
Everywhere drawers, pigeon-holes, shelf, etc., were 
all searched in vain. After hunting for two hours 
until I was too exhausted to hunt any more, I sud- 
denly thought, “I have never prayed about it.” Stop- 
ping still just where I stood by the dining table, I 
ifted my heart to the Lord. “O Lord, you know 
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how much I need a rest; you know how I long to 
see the children; pity me and lead me to the key.” 
Then, without so much as wasting a step, I walked 
through the dining-room, hall, and women’s guest 
room into Mr. Goforth’s study, to the book-case 
(which covers one side of the room), opened the 
door, slipped two books aside, and there was the key. 
So near did the Lord seem at that moment that I 
could almost feel his bodily presence; for it was 
not that I had remembered putting the key there, but 
he led me there. Yes, I know God answers prayer. 





(. A “Deadly Parallel® Column in Archeology | 


Do resemblances between ancient writings necessarily mean copying ? 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





raoh relates that the king “called the wise men 

and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, 
they also did in like manner with their enchantments” 
(Exod. 7:11). That distinguished Egyptian scholar, 
Dr, Gardiner, while acknowledging that he had for- 
merly found no reason for believing that there ever 
was a special class of magicians in Egypt, such as 
seems to be implied in the Biblical account, now comes 
forward to contribute evidence that there certainly 
were professional magicians. 

He finds magicians mentioned in the Pyramid texts, 
from that very early period in Egyptian history, 
almost at its very dawn. There is not, however, at 
that period evidence of a special class of professional 
magicians. He finds three instances of the distinct 
mention of magicians in the Middle Kingdom, about 
the Twelfth Dynasty, but thinks the magician was yet 
of no great importance, and the practise of the black 
art was carried on only by laymen, not at all by pro- 
fessional specialists. There was, however, some recog- 
nition given magicians as an important people, for 
mention is made. of “every physician” and “every 
priest” and “every Sau.” A “sau” is a charm, or 
amulet. So “sau” is most probably a “charm-man,”— 
that is, a “magician.” This name.comes from the 
tia aaa inscriptions in the Sinaitic Penin- 
sula. 

Later on, in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Dynas- 
ties, about the time of Moses and a little later, there 
appears another word for “magician.” It is now a 
title, and the king had a special “magician” in his 
service. In still later time, mention is made of an 
“overseer of magicians,” which most distinctly im- 
plies a professional class of “magicians,” having a 
head over thein, in accord with the “sheik” idea which 
characterizes the caste system of the land to this day. 

Dr. Gardiner thinks the evidence far from complete, 
but it unequivocally establishes the existence, not only 
of “magicians,” but of special magicians attached to 
the service of the king; “wise men” with “enchant- 
ments,” as the Biblical account of Moses’ contest with 
Pharaoh plainly requires. 

Alan H. Gardiner, D.Litt., Proceedings of the Society of 
Biblical Archeology, Vol. XXXIX, 1917, pp. 31-44. ? 


vg 


Greek Art Really Did. Borrow From Egyptian 


NOTHER contribution concerning the “wisdom 

of Egypt,” the ancient kultur of that land, its great 
advancement in learning and civilization, comes from 
a very different quarter. Resemblances between early 
Greek and early Egyptian remains continue to be 
noticed. The resistance of many Greek archeologists 
to the idea that there was any dependence of Greek 
art upon Egyptian art is gradually being broken down, 
and the importance of Egyptian art in the early 
Western world gains acceptance continually. 

The latest evidence of the “wisdom of Egypt” 
abroad is brought forward by the publication of the 
great Dipylon vases from Greece which are now in 
the Metropolitan Museum of New York City. This 
publication is by Miss Richter, She herself combats 
the idea of a relationship of these to early Egyptian 
art. But the strange figures on these vases, figures 
with uplifted hands, the “hands up” position, are not 
Greek and they are thoroughly Egyptian. They have 
been found with some frequency upon early Egyptian 
remains. The widespread influence of the art and all 
other elements of Egyptian civilization is thus becom- 
ing ever increasingly manifest. 

Joseph Offord, Ancient Egypt, Part IV, 1916, pp. 167, 168. 


4 
Is There a Kinship Between Hebrew and Phenician ? 


[7 IS certain that the alphabet in which the Hebrew 
of the Old Testament is written is of Phoenician 
origin, not directly, but ultimately. This at once sug- 
gests some possible intimate relation between the lan- 
guage of the Old Testament and the language of the 
Pheenicians ; and it is well known, on independent 
evidence, that they were kindred tongues. What ex- 


Te account of the contest of Moses with Pha- 


actly was this relation? Everything that throws light 
upon the subject is of deep interest, and contributes 
its mite toward the final solution of the origin of the 
Hebrew tongue. 

Joseph Offord, in the Quarterly Statement of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, contributes some valu- 
able information on this subject of the relation of the 
Hebrew to the old Pheenician. He shows from 
Pheenician inscriptions, not only a similarity of words 
between the Hebrew and the Pheenitian, but, what 
is far more important in showing intimate relation be- 
tween the habits of thought and the literatures of two 
peoples, a striking similarity of modes of expression. 
Idiomatic expressions are far more indicative of in- 
timacy between peoples than identity of words. One 
may know all the words in the Arabic dictionary and 
all the grammatical forms of the Arabic tongue, but 
until he learns the Arab’s “way of saying things,” 
every Arabic speaking person knows that he is utterly 
a foreigner, 

In Ecclesiastes (7:17) we read, “Why shouldst 
thou die before thy time?” (Job 21: 16) complains of 
the wicked, “Which were cut down out of time.” 
Eshmunazar, a Zidonian king, complains in his coffin 
inscription of “being rapt away before my time.” 
Again, Job says (18:16) “His roots shall be dried up 
beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off.” 
Isaiah (37:21) speaks of the remnant of Judah 
that. “‘shall again take root downward, and bear fruit 
upward.” Amos, also (2:9), represents the Lord as 
saying of the Amorite, “Yet I destroyed his fruit 
from above, and his roots from beneath.” So this 
same Eshmunazar threatens his tomb-plunderers that 
“They shall not have a root downward nor a fruit 
upward.” Asa is said to have “Slept in the bed filled 
with sweet spices,” and three times the same word, 
“bed,” is used to describe the Phoenician king’s rest- 
ing place. 

Most interesting of all, however, is the character- 
istic expression of Ecclesiastes, “under the sun,” 
which is found in the funerary inscription of Tab- 
nith, another Zidonian king. , 

Since so many expressions similar to those of the 
Hebrew are found in so few fragments of Zidonian 
literature, there must have been many such in com- 
men use, Thus there is strong evidence of near re- 
lationship between the two tongues. Incidentally, 
also, these facts seem to furnish some evidence con- 
cerning the date of these books of the Bible, or rather 
of the relation of the dates of these books to each 
other. The occurrence of these many expressions in 
both the funerary inscriptions of these Zidonian kings 
and in the books of Job, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, and 
Amos, would seem to bring the dates of these vari- 
ous books toward each other. They would not neces- 
sarily be contemporaneous, nor is it impossible that 
they might cover a period from Patriarchal days to 
the time of Isaiah, yet we should not expect them to 
be so far separated. It would be a long time from 
Patriarchal days to the times of Isaiah, for such char- 
acteristic expressions to persist parallel in both lan- 
guages. This may rather be an intimation, however, 
that the intimacy between the two peoples and the 
two tongues was closer still than even these preceding 
illustrations indicate. 

Joseph Offord, Q.S. of Pal. Exploration Fund, April, 1917, 
PP. 94, 95. 
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When Charges of Plagiarism May be Slander 


HE preceding note leads naturally to the consid- 

eration of a subject that has been pressing upon 
me for some time: When does resemblance between 
literary products indicate relation in authorship, and 
when not? 

I once preached to a congregation in the morning 
and then attended an evening service in the same 
place at which another man preached. To the aston- 
ishment of everybody, he took the same text as I, 
presented the same introductory thought, selected the 
same theme and then announced the first head of his 
sermon, which was identical with the first head of 
mine. By this time the congregation was in a smil- 
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ing mood; they naturally thought we had both 
“milked the same cow.” In fact the sermons were 
absolutely independent of each other. Nor did we 
need to fall back upon the threadbare conceit that 
“great minds run in the same channel.” It was rather 
the simplicity and the naturalness of the course of 
thought that accounted for the similarity. 

The “deadly parallel column,” by which it is so 
often sought to blast the reputation of some speaker 
or writer may often be the hiding place of unscru- 
pulous traducers. Ideas belong to the world of 
thinkers; and many men may think them indepen- 
dentiy; forms of expression are private property, 
which it is theft to use without acknowledgment, 


Why Khammurabi Did Not Discredit Moses 


UT still, when do resemblances indicate indepen- 

dence of any kind of relationship, and when not? 
All interpreters, both those who wish to confirm 
Scripture and those who are quite glad to see it dis- 
credited, are ever ready to seize upon resemblances 
between ancient literature and some portion of the 
Bible. : We all need to be on our guard at this point. 
When the Code of Khammurabi was discovered and 
deciphered there were those who hastened to rush into 
print with the charge that Moses had taken over his 
laws from the Babylonians, without acknowledgment, 
but, instead, with a claim of divine origin fdr them. 
Later, a more sober comparison of the Mosaic Code 
with the Code of Khammurali developed very deep 
underlying differences between the two Codes, so 
much so that scholars little inclined to care for the 
reputation of Moses now insist that the Codes have 
no more relation than some natural dependence upon 
customs and conditions of life among peoples of 
kindred race, and that deeper natural relation be- 
tween any two codes, in any two periods in the his- 
tory of the world, among human beings who have 
common desires and common sins. 


A Bible Psalm’s Likeness to An Egyptian Hymn 


Y THOUGHTS have been turned to this sub- 

ject of relationship in literature at this time by 
perusing somewhat that delightful book of Mr. Wei- 
gal, the one-time popular Archeological Superinten- 
dent of the Luxor District in Egypt, entitled in short, 
“Akhnaten.” Mr. Weigal quotes one of the hymns 
of that heretic king in the beautiful flowing transla- 
tion of Professor Breasted. Then he sets up in 


parallel columns a portion of this hymn and a por- ° 


tion of the 104th Psalm. The sun rises to bring the 
glory of day, the beasts slink away to their hiding- 
places, man goes forth to his duty, and ships go down 
to the great deep to do business, etc. 

There is no difficulty in allowing a relationship 
between these two poems. The Bible is all related 
to things in this world. It would not be any dicredit 
to the Psalmist that he did not put quotation marks 
around his composition, seeing that he had no quo- 
tation marks, Literary etiquette did not then have 
its present development. So it is of no concern 
whether this paralleism is used to illustrate and con- 
firm Scripture or to discredit it; it does not seem 
to me that the Hebrew poet would be in any way de- 
barred from using these thoughts, nor that the use of 
them in the exact order indicates that he knew any- 
thing of the Egyptian poem. Are not the sunrise, the 
hiding of the night-creatures, the going forth of man 
to his work, and the going down to the great deep 
parts of that great treasury of ideas, even in this 
exact order, which are common property, and which 
the poet in any land, at any time, may appropriate 
without suspicion of having abstracted them from the 
private property of any other poet? The great Greek 
poets exhausted all the best imagery, as the great 
masters of music exhausted the best themes. Are 
there, then, no real poets or real musical composers 
possible any more? 

“The ancients thought all our thoughts,” but is 
every earnest, honest, original thinker of to-day to 
be charged with plagiarism because some delver into 
the musty tomes of the past has found the same 
thoughts there? Once again, when do resemblances 
in literature indicate relationship and when not? No 
absolute rule can be laid down; but, in the main, it 
is that simple, great ideas are common property, and 
similarity of thought between authors does not neces- 
sarily indicate any relationship whatever; but forms 
of expression. are private property, like a man’s coun- 


tenance, and resemblance is apt to denote relation- . 


ship. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For the teacher training class that is willing to do 
even a little real work “Training the Teacher,” by 
Dr. Schauffler, Mrs. Lamoreaux, Dr. Brumbaugh, and 
Marion Lawrance is the needed manual in the First 
Standard Course. If you order now at fifty cents 
(thirty-five cents in paper) from The Sunday School 
Times Company, your copy will come out of the sixty- 
fourth thousand. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 6. JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS 


Golden Text.—Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!—John 1 : 29 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ESS than a month ago the entire Christian 
L world was thrilled by the news flashed under 

oceans and across continents, that the Turks 
had surrendered Jerusalem to British troops. A few 
days later, December 11, a cabled despatch read, “The 
British flag was raised in formal state over Jeru- 
salem, the Holy City, to-day. General Allenby, com- 
mander of the victorious British columns, in accord- 
ance with his plans, entered the city and was greeted 
by sheiks at the Mosque of Omar and by Patri- 
archs of the Eastern Latin churches. To them and to 
the populace he read a long prepared proclamation 
promising them freedom and security under Chris- 
tian rule. The flag was then formally raised over 
the city.” 

Jerusalem had been in the possession of Moham- 
medans since A, D. 1244. Now, after more than six 
centuries, it is in the hands of Christians. 

Is this stupendous change in the political condi- 
tions of Jerusalem and Palestine a preparation for 
anything further, in God’s plans? Get the views of 
the class. 

God does make preparations on earth for his com- 
ing purposes. We can see them in the world to-day. 
That same city of Jerusalem, that same land of 
Palestine, saw some of God’s preparations for the 
greatest event in history, nineteen centuries ago. 


Our Background Material 


Every verse of the sixteen chapters of this brief 
Gospel of Mark is included in the six months’ les- 
sons in the Improved Uniform series now begun. It 
is a golden opportunity to lead your class in really 
mastering a Gospel: to “master” a book of the Bible 
has been defined as being able to think the book 
through with the Bible closed. 

The teacher’s own preparation for this should be 
had by a careful study and re-study from week to 
week of Dr, Griffith Thomas’ wonderfully helpful 
article “How to Study the Gospel of Mark,” pub- 
lished in last week’s Times and now to be had in 
convenient pamphlet form (from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 5 cents for two copies, or 3 cents 
each, postpaid). Each member of the class should 
have a copy of the pamphlet also. 

Note the easily learned outline or analysis of the 
Gospel given in that pamphlet: seven sections all cen- 
tering in the word “servant.” Have the class memor- 
ize this outline and review it from week to week, 
as follows: 

Part I, 

Part II. 

Part III. 

Part IV. 


Part Vz. 
Part VI. 
Part VII. 


And get every member of the class, if possible, to 
agree to read the Gospe! of Mark through this week. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain peragrephe in those articies will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Preparation for Service: 1: 1-13. 
Service in Eastern Galilee: 1: 14 to 7: 23. 
Service in Northern Galilee: 7 : 24 to 9: 30. 
Service while going towards Jerusalem: 9: 31 
to 10: 52. 
Service in Jerusalem: 11.: 
Service unto Death: 14: 
Service Crowned: 


1 to 13: 37. 
1 to 15: 47. 
16 ; 1-20. 


How far back in the Bible can any of the class re- 
call any other “beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ”? (v. 1.) Malachi and Isaiah will of course 
be mentioned. Have the references from those 
prophets read aloud. What particular “beginning” is 
referred to in this first verse is explained by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 1). But make it plain that the 
entire Old Testament was also a “beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ,” every book in it foreshad- 
owing the Good News of his coming in some way. 
Every animal sacrifice of the Jews was such a “be- 
ginning.” Genesis a: 15 was a “beginning” as God 
there declared the Gospel of Jesus Christ. But the 
last book of the Bible, Revelation, mentions the 
earliest “beginning” of our Gospel, in Revelation 
13:8. Have it read aloud. 

Note the points in the new lesson article in this 
issue by Dr. Scofield: that the fulfilling of Old 
Testament prophecy about Jesus Christ is one of 
the proofs of the inspiration of the Bible (1); that 
the Bible’s prophecy about our Lord’s Second Com- 
ing must, in simple reason and honesty, be inter- 
preted by the same literalness as the prophecies con- 
cerning his first coming (2); and that a part of 
Malachi 3:1 is never quoted in the New Testament 
as having been fulfilled (3). 


Additional Material for Teachers: Isa. 40: 3-5; Mal. 3: 
Luke 1: 
1: 19-42. 

Primary Memory Verse: Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins.—Matt. 1 : 21. 

Senior, and Adult Topic: Heralds of the King. 

Intermediate Memory Verses: i.e. 

iti ial: Luke 9: 1-6, 10, 11; 10: I-12, 17-20; 
Acts 9: 10-16, 


1-33 
5-25, 39-80; Matt. 3: 1-17; Luke 3: 1-18; John 











1 The beginning of the 4 gospe] of Jesus Christ, ?the Son 
of God. 


2 Even as it is written *it Isaiah the prophet, 
* Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
Who shall prepare thy way; 

3° The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight; 

4 John came, who baptized in the wilderness and preached 
the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins. 5 And 
there went out unto him all the country of Judza, and all 
they of Jerusalem; and they were baptized of him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 And John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, and had a leathern girdle about his loins, 
and did eat locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, 
saying, There cometh after me he that is mightier than I, 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not * worthy to stoop down 
and unloose. 8 I baptized you 7in water; but he shall bap- 
tize you 7in the Holy Spirit. 

9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John *in the Jor- 
dan. 10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he 
saw. the heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as a dove 
descending upon him: 11: and a voice came out of the 
heavens, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
pleased. 

10Or, good tidings: and so elsewhere. *Some ancient 
authorities omit the Son of God. *® Some ancient author- 
ities read in the prophets. * Mal. iii.z. ®5Is.xl.3. ®Gr. 
sufficient. ‘7 Or, with ® Gr. into. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Let the man John the Baptist stand before the class 
in vivid reality, The Additional Material for 
Teachers (above the lesson text) should be carefully 
read. A rich study of John’s character is given by 
Mrs. Askew (1, 2, 3, 4); and Pucker’s Class dis- 
covers how John was like a Boy Scout (1-2). A 
fascinating study of John as a man and his prepara- 
tion for his mission may be made in adult classes on 
the basis of Dr. Griffith Thomas’ material (II, 4) ; 
~ same writer gives material on John’s ministry 
(II, 8). 

John did not summon the people to save them- 
selves. What did he tell them to do? Confess their 
sins and repent and be baptized (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
I, 2). This they could do in preparation for what the 
coming Jesus would do for them if they would let 
him,—save them. 

The message and work of John are more fully 
described in other Gospels, as shown by the Addi- 
tional Material for Teachers. 

Jokn’s stupendous impression on the people is 
shown by the fact that they asked him whether he 
himself was Christ! (Luke 3:15.) That called out 
his humble disclaimer of the seventh verse of our 
lesson. The kind of forerunner John was is well 
illustrated by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

When the One of whom John had been preaching 
actually comes, he asks John to baptize Him! Why? 
Let the class discuss this. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). A striking illustration 
from a missionary among lepers is given in the 
Round Table (2). 

John had been told in advance what sign would 
identify the One who should baptize in the Holy 
Spirit (John 1:33). And now, at his baptism of 
Jesus, it is given him to see that wonderful sign, and 
also to hear the actual voice of God (vs. 10, 11). 
Have you heard the Father say that of Jesus? 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The Good News is that Jesus let God’s holy and 
necessary wrath against sin strike him to death in 
order that it need not strike us to death. We de- 
serve that death; he did not deserve it. But he took 
our place, became our Substitute, was made sin for 
us that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him (2 Cor. 5: 21). 

That is the Gospel of which we have one of the 
beginnings in this lesson. So few people to-day 
know what the Gospel is! The teacher should read 
carefully and prayerfully Mr, Chafer’s article on 
page 743, and share its riches with the class. Then 
the Golden Text will be richer than ever with its 
marvelovs meaning. “The Lamb of’ God” must die 
to be of any avail for us; a living lamb is only of 
value in the great sacrifice when and because he dies. 


Two reasons are given by 





That answers the question, “Is the Life or Death of 
Jesus the More Important?” (a pamphlet discussing 
this may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 2 cents, 20 cents a dozen, 50 or more. 
I cent each). 

- Then show the class’ the Lesson Cartoon for this 
week, revealing so clearly that Christ, the slain Lamb 
of God, is the central fact of the Bible, on which the 
open Bible from Genesis to Revelation throws a shin- 
ing light. Read the blessed item from the Round 
Table (1). : 

And do not fail to use the wonderful opportunity 
to make the personal appeal to your class that they 
may “behold the Lamb of God” as their personal 
Saviour, as shown by Mrs. Askew (5, 6). 


Teaching Points 

Never forget that Christ himself is the Good News 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1). 

How essential preparation always is to the best 
Gospel work (Mr. Ridgway, 1). 

_It was “the wilderness” in which John the Baptist 
preached (v. 4) while the world was waiting for 
Christ. Was not this a symbol of the fact that the 
world without Christ is always a wilderness? 

It was God, not John the Baptist, who accounted 
for the tremendous response of the people to John’s 
message, as all Judea and Jerusalem poured out to 
hear him. God himself was working mightily, and 
this was a supernatural result. 

When John talked people heard, not about John, 
pad ee Jesus. Is this true of ourselves when we 
ta 

John could call people to confess their sins, but 
he could not forgive those sins, Only Jesus could 


‘do that. 


A striking illustration of how useless mere water 
baptism is without the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
(Round Table, 3). 

The glory of “the third heaven” must have been 
visible as the heavens of clouds and sky were rent 
asunder that day. 

Because God is “well pleased” in Christ, he is 
equally “well pleased” in every one in whom he sees 
Christ as that one’s whole life. Is God well pleased 
in you? 

There are three classes of heralds of Christ: those 
who came before him, in Old Testament times; those 
who worked with him during his earthly ministry; 
and those who followed his earthly work after his 
ascension and Pentecost. The equipment of the last 
group is infinitely the richest of the three; and we 
can have it. See the Additional Material under the 
lesson topic “Heralds of the King.” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What do the names “Jesus” and “Christ” mean? 

What different things did John do to prepare the 
way for Jesus? 

What is the meaning of “make his paths straight”? 

Was John’s “baptism of repentance” a baptism of 
salvation? 

Were there any insincere persons among those who 
responded to John’s call and were baptized? 

Why did John dress as he did? 

What must we do to be baptized in the Holy Spirit? 

Can a person know whether he is baptized in the 
Holy Spirit? 


What was the significance of the Spirit’s coming 
“as a dove”? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Begins His Work (Mark 1: 12-28). 


Jesus, though he was God, was humbly subject to 
God during his earthly lifetime. At the same time 
he was masterfully the master of men. The two 
sides of his life and work, humble subjection and 
regal leadership, come out strikingly in this lesson. 

Why are we told that the Spirit drove Jesus into 
the wilderness? ~ 

Does the Bible leave us in any doubt as to the per- 
sonality of Satan? 

Why should Jesus, who could work miracles, need 
to have angels minister unto him? 

What did Jesus mean by “the gospel of God”? 

How can we account for the fishermen’s, prompt 
abandoning of their business and following Jesus? 
PHILADELPHIA. - * 



































































































The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Mark, writing for practical Romans, 
omits all reference to the early life of Christ, and be- 
gins with the mini of John the Baptist and the 
manhood of Christ. John’s early life can be studied 
in the Lesson Committee’s Additional Material (Luke 
1: 5-25, 39-40). 

Time.—A. D. 27, spring. *See Luke 3: 23. 

Mark’s Gospel.—This Gospel, after the introduc- 
tion (1: 1-13), is concerned with the Galilean minis- 
try (1:14 to 9:50), followed by a brief reference to 
Eastern Palestine (10:1) on the way to Jerusalem, 
where the last week was spent (11:1 to 16:20). 


Books on the Lesson.— Vollmer, “Modern Students’ 
Life of Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25 net), p. 77; Riddle’s “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Co., 25 cents), 
sections 17 and 18; Croscup’s “Historical Charts _of 
the Life and Ministry of Christ” (The rere School 
Times, $1); Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times, 75 cents; see Index for names of places). For 
Homiletic suggestions, see Chadwick in “Expositor’s 
Bible” (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York City, 75 
cents net). 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Way Prepared (vs. 1-3). Verse 1 is not the 
title of the book, but a reference to the starting- 
point of the ministry of Christ, which constitutes the 
“good news.” This good news may be said to have 
had three beginnings. First of all, it .“began” in the 
purpose of the Father, in his determination to save 
the world from sin. Then, as here, it “began” in the 
Son, when Christ came to be the Gospel in his Per- 
son and work. Then it may be said to have “begun” 
in the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, when 
Christ was made real to hearts and lives through the 
preaching of Peter, and their acceptance by faith. 
Then follows a reference to the Old Testament, and 
although Isaiah alone is mentioned, verse 2 comes 
from Malachi and is | to the more -im- 
portant passage in verse 3 from Isaiah. The phrase 
“even as” 1s balanced by verse 4 (see American 
Standard Version), pointing out that John came in 
accordance with what the Old Testament Scriptures 
had stated. Thus, first of all, the way was pre- 
pared by Scripture. (1) 

The People Prepared (vs. 4-8). Then a further 
preparation came through John as the messenger and 
forerunner of Christ. He proclaimed the necessity 
of repentance, and the proof of this in the ordinance 
of baptism with a view to obtaining forgiveness of 
sins. His work was done in the dry region between 
Hebron and the Dead Sea (see W. W. Smith and 
map). The result of this was that crowds of peo- 
ple from various parts came to the river Jordan and 
were baptized, giving evidence of their repentance 
in confessing their sins. John was a man of *re- 
markable appearance, his cloak being a garment 
woven of camel’s hair, and his food very simple, in 
harmony with desert life. His message was clear 
and definite. He told the people of Someone 
mightier than himself who would soon be coming, 
and that, while he himself baptized in the element 
of water, the Greater One would baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. (2) 

The Son Prepared (vs. 9-11). The coming of 
Jesus for baptism seems at first sight surprising, be- 
cause he needed no repentance, But it was for the 
purpose of showing his identity with the people at 
this time, and also especially as a mark of his conse- 
cration to his life-work (Matt. 3:13-15). This act 
and attitude of surrender to God was met by the 
Divine response, equipping him for his work by the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, This, in turn; was followed 
by the assurance from heaven that in him God was 
well pleased (v. 11). The heavenly voice was doubt- 
less a reminiscence of Old Testament passages like 
Genesis 22:2; Isaiah 42:1. In verse 10 occurs the 
characteristic word of Mark, “straightway,” which is 
one of his graphic touches, and is found over forty 
times in this short Gospel. (3) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 


The Lesson Committee’s Additional Material is 
concerned with three special points: 

1. The Old Testament reference to the Forerun- 
ner (Isa. 40: 3-5; Mal. 3: 1-3). Both passages should 
be studied in their contexts: and the special point of 
prediction should be noted. It is striking that these 
words were uttered hundreds of years before Jesus 
Christ actually came, and there is no doubt that 
nothing else in Jewish history can fully account for 
them. They must be properly Messianic. 

2. The early life of John the Baptist (Luke 1: 5-25, 
39-80). Thorough study should be made of John’s 
boyhood, and the special influences at work on him 
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should be noted, Luke 1:15 shows that he was a 
Nazirite (Num. 6:1-8). It is more than probabie 
that his parents died when he was quite young, and 
his youth and early manhood were spent in the 
desert country west of the Dead Sea (Luke 1: 65, 80). 
During these years his mind would doubtless be 
trained and taught by the Messianic predictions in 
the prophets (John 1: 19-23). It is also noteworthy 
that he was a man of prayer (Luke 5:33; 11:1). 
He was gradually prepared for his important work; 
when the time came he was ready (Luke 1:80). (4) 


3. The corresponding passages descriptive of 
John’s ministry (Matt. 3: rig Luke 3:1-18; John 
1: 19-42). Fuller details will be found in these, and 
they should be carefully compared with the briefer 
statement in Mark. All the training beforehand cul- 
minated in his ministry, and what he was as a youth 
and young man virtually settled what he was and did 
in his public life. It is particularly interesting to no- 
tice the likeness of John to the Old Testament prophet 
in the phrase, “the word of God came unto John” 
(Luke 3:2). Luke quotes more of Isaiah than 
Mark does, and speaks of multitudes coming for 
baptism (3:7). The other side of John’s preaching is 
also noteworthy, in Luke 3:18). (5) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate, Senior and Adult Topic: Heralds of 
the King. (Intermediate Memory Verses; Luke 10: 
1, 2. Additional Material: Luke 9: 1-6, 10, 11; 10: 
I-12, 17-20; Acts 9: 10-16.) A herald went before- 
hand through a wilderness or similar place, shouting 
to people to prepare a road.on which the coming 
King and his followers might travel. This some- 
times meant leveling mountains, filling up valleys, 
making crooked ways straight and rough places 
smooth (Isa. 40: 3-5). John was spiritually a herald 
of this kind, preparing the way by repentance for the 
coming of the Messiah. So also were the Twelve 
(Luke 9: 1-6, 10, 11), the Seventy (Luke 10: 1-12, 
17-20), and Paul (Acts 9: 10-16). Three things may 
be said of a herald: (1) he was the representative 
of his Master; (2) he had a message to deliver; (3) 
he proclaimed it publicly, loudly, and fearlessly. 
Thus, he had (a) a position; (b) a message; (c) 
courage. John’s ministry was concerned with Christ 
as the Lamb of God and also as the One who bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, speaking thus of Love 
and Life, or Pardon and Power. The Apostles were 
concerned with good news about Christ, and Paul 
preached Christ as the Son of God Acts 9:20). Paul 
calls himself a herald (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11). 
So also Noah is described (2 Pet. 2:5). The word 
rendered “preach” often means “herald” (Matt. 3:1; 
Mark 1:4; Acts 8:5; 1 Cor. 1:23 and many more). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
As the substance of the good news is the Lord 
Jesus Christ (v. 1), we must think specially of him. 
1. Three Voices about Christ. The voice of the 
Old Testament (vs. 2, 3); the voice of John (vs. 7, 


8); and the voice of God (v. 11). 


2. Three Preparations for Christ. The preparation 
of the Old Testament (vs. 2, 3); of John (v. 4); of 
the people (v. 5). 2 

3. Three Messages for Christ. (1) John preached 
repentance, meaning thereby a definite turning away 
from sin; (2) then he preached the Lamb of God 
(Golden Text), with its threefold truth of Sin, Sac- 
rifice (Lamb), and Faith (behold) ; (3) he also went 
on to say that the Holy Spirit would be given (v. 8; 
John 1: 33). 

Thus, at the commencement of this Gospel, the 
question comes to each one of us once again: “What 
think ye of Christ?” because as a man thinketh 
within himself, so is he (Prov. 23:7). The lesson 
clearly points out the proper threefold attitude of 
our souls, as we face Jesus Christ: Repentance; 
Redemption ; Renewal. 


V. The Lesson Outlined 
1. The Way Prepared (vs. 1-3). 
2. The People Prepared (vs. 4-8). 
3. The Son Prepared (vs, 9-11). 
VI. Leading Questions 
What is the force of the word “beginning”? (v. 1.) 


What is the meaning of the word “Gospel” (v. 1) 
both here and in general? 


Give and distinguish the force of the titles, “Jesus 
Christ” and “Son of God.” 


What is the meaning of “baptism of repentance”? 

Why was it necessary to confess sins? (Num. 22: 
34; Luke 5:8; Psa. 32:5; Prov. 28:13; 1 John 1:9.) 

What features of John’s character can be seen 
here and in the parallel passages? 

What is the force of John’s testimony to Christ? 
(v. 7; Col. 1:18.) 

Were the dove and the voice for Christ only, or 
for others? 

How many times was the Divine Voice heard dur- 
ing Christ’s ministry? 
Why was the Father pleased with his Son? (v. 11.) 
Wyc irre CoLiLece, Toronto. 


. Mark, but in the Gospel according to” Malachi: ‘ 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


ATEVER the year’s lessons may have in 
store for us as connected with the “word of 
rophecy made more sure” (2 Pet, 1:19), our first 
esson sends us straight back to the rs “The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God” was written, not in the Gospel ng 
e- 
hold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the mes- 
senger of the covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, 
he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:1). 
And before Malachi it had been preached in the 
Gospel according to Isaiah: “The voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God” (Isa. 40:3). And before Isaiah, as we know, 
“at sundry times and by divers portions” it had been 
preached from Adam on down. 

Two facts, therefore, incontestably stand out froin 
the prophetic element of this lesson: 

1. The Bible is an inspired Book, In no other way 
could it possibly have announced centuries in ad- 
vance the astounding event of the advent in incarna- 
tion of the Son of God. No candid answer has,ever 
been made to the proof of inspiration which is\found 
in the exact fulfilment of predictions made centuries 
before. Mere uninspired predictions have so uni- 
formly om unfulfilled as to have made them a 
jest. (1 

2. The method of the fulfilment affords a sure 
basis for the interpretation of the great body of un- 
fulfilled prophecy in which the world’s future is fore- 
told. That method is plain literalness. What Isaiah 
and Malachi wrote concerning the coming of a fore- 
runner of the Son of God came to pass exactly ac- 
cording to their word, and not in some so-called 
“spiritual” or allegorical sense. (2) 

Notice that the second clause of Malachi 3: 1, that 
concerning “the Lord whom ye seek” (“and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple”) is 
never quoted in the New Testament as having been 
fulfilled. It belongs, as the context shows, to His 
second advent, yet to come, in glory. (3) 


Dovuctaston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Religion is Business.—The beginning of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ (v. 1). A beginning is always a 
getting on. When you decide to make a Christian 
gentleman of yourself you have made a New York 
to San Francisco step toward its achievement, The 
sad fact that depresses us folks who work with young 
men in an endeavor to head them successward is that 
we cannot get them to wake up and begin. Too in- 
dolent in mind. Too ambitionless in spirit. I try to 
get into your system that God wants you fellows to 
have the best there is to be had in the world. That 
religion is not simply a state of spiritual emotion or 
ecstasy, but religion is business. Religion is practi- 
cal life. Religion means a good job, a nice home, 
many friends, family prosperity, honored citizenship, 
the life that now is (1 Tim. 4:8; Matt. 6:33). The 
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the be- 
ginning of all these desirablé material things as well 
as of the heavenly things to follow this life. When 
did the Gospel of Jesus Christ begin in the world? 
When does it begin in a man? In Matthew when the 
angel spoke to Mary? In Luke when the news was 
told the shepherds? In Mark when Jesus began to 
preach it? In the Old Testament when God spoke to 
Adam? When did it begin with you fellows? I 
heard a preacher say his mother had given him to 
God before he was born. Have you begun? 


Not Wanted.—Make ye ready the way of the Lord 
(v. 3). The world is ever the same. All good and 
successful things must be prepared for. The Gospel 
could be no exception. Men’s minds must be 
arrested and attuned. Some John must come who is 
different, It has taken the church a good many 
modern years to “catch on.” One of the secrets of 
the success of the Billy Sunday and other “tabernacle 
meetings” is the preparation that is made for them. 
First comes the building of the big wooden shed, a 
masterpiece of the carpenter’s skill in its economical 
adaptation to its purpose. Then the hundreds and 
even thousands of cottage prayer-meetings in homes 
all over town. Everybody, churched and unchurched, 
is thinking and talking about “the tabernacle meet- 
ings.” Then when the Gospel comes in the uncon- 
ventional terms of shop and street, in shirt sleeves 
and homely phrase, every one is awake and under- 
standing and the Holy Spirit has a chance. Thou- 
sands “hit the trail” and in the common-people way 
arrive in the church. In the home when company is 
expected the “spare room” is gotten ready. When 
I am entertained I always study my room. ‘The care 
put upon having it ready for me is a fair measure 
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One time I brought a | 
noted man to my home. His genius was | 
not matched by his personal habits. If | 
he ever comes again Mrs. Ridgway will | 
welcome him with coarse towels and 
bare bureaus. Unwelcome, Folks make 
no preparation for the Gospel simply 
because they don’t want the Heavenly 
Visitor (Isa. 53:3; John 1:11). (1) 


The Makers Ready.—There cometh 
after me he that is mightier than I (v. 7). 
Right here is the glory of John, When 
I was a small boy my father took me 
to see the funeral train of Lincoln go 
by. It was a beautiful train, the finest 
of its day. But ahead of it went a fore- 
runner train. That pilot train was the 
heaviest the Pennsylvania Railroad had 
or could make. It was to. test bridges 
and roadway. The nation was nervous 
and no one knew how far the Booth 
conspiracy might extend. The engineer 
and crew of that forerunner train were 
picked men: They ran to die for the 
safety of the funeral train that came 
after them. But you never heard of this 
John Baptist train until now. And in 
many a family and in almost every com- 
munity is to be found many a decreasing 
one who has secured the advent of the 
Mightier One, Just dig into the biog- 
raphy of some great one you admire and 
see what you will find. Some self-sacri- 
ficing John has made the way for the 
man with the message. And the “John” 
is just as like as not to be a “Jane”—or 
some other woman. Carlyle. “All that 
I have done is due to the little woman 
by the teacups,” is the confession of 
many a master. We may be but a voice, 
a disappearing John, yet be great in 
God’s purpose (Matt. 11:11). (2) 


Forms in Religion.—Jesus came... 
and was baptized (v. 9). “Can't a fel- 
low be a Christian without joining 
church?” Yes, and a man can be an 
American without being a voter, but 
nobody has much respect for him or 
considers him half a man. It it not only 
a good thing but a great thing to show 
the world where you stand. My neigh- 
bor across the street is a “dyed in the 
wool” Democrat and I am a red-hot 
Somethingelse. He hurrahs for his man 
and I hurrah for mine. We respect each 
other all the more for our partisanship. 
That is to say, the young fellow brought 
up in a Christian home, and who knows 
Jesus and believes in him, is honored and 
respected and admired by even non- 
Christians when he joins his father’s or 
mother’s church and confesses Jesus be- 
fore men. It is a great help to most 
folks to observe church ordinances. 
Baptism, love feasts, communion, Easter, 
Christmas, Lord’s Day, Children’s Day, 
Rally Day, and all other church events 
are character-building elements. When 
you hear some fellow attacking “for- 
malism” just laugh, He couldn’t eat his 
breakfast or transact his business with- 
out forms. Jesus did not need to be bap- 
tized, of course. But it is a beautiful 
ordinance hewever done, and Jesus 
would have it incorporated in the new 
religion he came to establish (1 Cor. 
10:2; Matt. 3:15; John 4:2). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times threw full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. io not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week.’ 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


God Says This.—The Lamb of God... 
taketh away the sin of the world 
(Golden Text). When J. Wilbur Chap- 
man,- years ago, was having difficulty 
with the question as to whether or not 
he was saved, and came to Mr. Moody 
with the statement that, while he wanted 
to be sure of his salvation, nevertheless 
somehow he could not seem to believe, 


of my welcome. 





Moody turned on him sharply and 
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asked, “Whom can’t you believe?” In- | 
stantly Chapman saw the light. Was he 
daring to say that he could not believe 
God? Of course not; he could always 
believe God. He saw that that was all 
that is necessary.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Messengers of Life.—The gospel (v. 
1). Perhaps nothing better shows the 
cosmopolitan character of the present 
war than some figures that the British 
aifd Foreign Bible Society recently gave 
out, Since the war began, the Society 
has distributed for use, by friend and 
foe, in trench, dugout, prison camp, bar- 
rack room, battleship, and hospital, more 
than six million books in sixty lan- 
guages.—Fram the Youth’s Companion. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 
N.Y. (1) 


Sincere But Mistaken.—Make ye 
ready the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight (v.3). In an English ex- 
change we find the following incident, 
a true occurrence: I was going west 
one time during the winter. The train 
had two engines ploughing along. There 
was a woman with a little baby in her 
arms, who wanted to leave the train at 
a certain smal! station where they stop 
the train if you come from a distance. 
The brakeman came in and called the 
name of the station when we were get- 
ting near. The woman said, “Don’t for- 
get me,” and he replied, “Sure.” There 
was a man there who said, “Lady, I will 
see the brakeman doesn’t forget you— 
don’t you worry.” A little later he said, 
“Here’s your station.” She hopped out 
of the train into the storm. ... The train 
had gone on about three-quarters of a 
mile when the brakeman came in and 
said, “Where’s that woman?” The 
traveler said, “She got out.” The man 
said. “Then she’s gone to her death; we) 
only stopped the train yonder because 
there was something the matter with the 
engine.” They called for volunteers and 
went back and looked for her. They 
searched for hours and found her on 
the prairies, covered with a shroud of 
snow and ice, with the babe folded to 
her breast. She followed the man’s di- 
rections, but they were wrong. How 
great that man’s responsibility, greater 
still that of the preacher who instead of 
telling lost men of God’s way of salva- 
tion by the atoning blood, obscures the 
cross and sends men into eternal dark- 
ness.—Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, 


Correcting His Mistake.—He that is 
mightier than I (v. 7). An artist, paint- 
ing a picture of the Last Supper, used 
all the resources of his art in depicting 
the figure and countenance of the 
Master. On the table in the foreground, 
however, he put some beautifully chased 
cups. When his friends saw the picture 
on the easel, one after another ex- 
claimed, “What beautiful cups!” “Ah,” 
he said, “I have made a mistake; these 
cups divert the eyes of the spectator 
from the Master,” and he took his brush 
and painted them out of the canvas. 
John the Baptist would not allow inter- 
est in himself to divert men’s minds 
from ‘the Lamb of God.—From The 
Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. 


Needful for Them.—Jesus . . . was 
baptised of John in the Jordan (v. 9). 
Father Damien, while living among the 
lepers, obeyed the rules which he him- 
self had framed for them, not because 
it was necessary in his case, but it was 
in theirs. He had taken the burden of 
their disease upon himself. The sinless 
Jesus did not need baptism, but he had 
come to bear the iniquity of sinful men, 
therefore he submitted to the ‘rite— 
From The Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (2) 


What the Holy Spirit Does.—He shall 
baptise you in the Holy Spirit (v. 8). 
“James,” said the American planter, 
“suppose I take an ink-bottle and cork 
it tight and put a string round the neck, 
and drag it through the river, how long 
will it take to clean out the inside?” 
The negro’s face lighted up in a mo- 


never get it clean that way in the world.” 
The master seized upon this confession 
and showed James that baptism by 
water availed nothing apart from the 
inward cleansing by the Holy Spirit.— 
From The Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (3) 


we 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HE Son of God (v. 1). The Gospel 

of the Kingdom must always be 
something “concerning his Son” (Rom. 
1:3). Owing.to lack of faith and im- 
agination within the Church, and to de- 
fiance without, this supreme truth has 
not yet been received in its power and 
wonderfulness. In the Church he is 
either superseded by an official, or by 
the creeds and orders of his Church, or 
by his own ethical teaching. The Jews 
preferred a robber, and a great Oriental 
religion, Islam, dismisses his claim with 
the curt axiom “God neither begets nor 
is begotten.” 

The baptism of repentance unto re- 
mission of sins (v. 4). It was an 
offensive message to those who claimed 
to be already “a royal priesthood, a pe- 
culiar people.” This national widening 
and deepening of the sense of sin was 
the Baptist’s preparation for the Sav- 
iour. It again formed the basis of ap- 
peal when the Gospel was proclaimed to 
Jew and Gentile. “God hath shut up 
all unto disobedience, that he might have 
mercy upon all.” The coming of the 
Son of God was the evidence at once 
of the deep need and wide measure of 
that mercy, The ancient churches of 
the East have now taken the remission 
of sins into their own hands, and flourish 
by it! 

John was clothed with camel’s hair 
(v. 6). Referring to the outer loose 
cloak of felt-like cloth, the better sorts 
being made of sheep’s wool, and worn 
by the peasants and shepherds of Pales- 
tine. The belt is usually tied around a 
long undergarment of cotton or linen, 
but in John’s case the outer cloak did 
for both and had the belt. 


Did eat locusts and wild honey (v. 6). 
Locusts, like the sycomore figs of Amos, 
were the food of the poor. They could 
only be got in early summer, when 
locusts were apt to invade the land. 
They were pickled, and it was chiefly 
the hind legs that were eaten. The 
honey also had to be obtained in its sea- 
son, and was free to the gatherer. 
Though thus chosen for its cheapness, it 
carried a suggestion of luxury, for the 
desert tribes are notoriously fond of 
sugar. An Arabic proverb, explaining 
how the opportunity leads to action, 
says: “How can a Bedouin sleep with 
honey over his head?” 


The latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to stoop down and unloose (v. 
7). In the East, any connection with 
the foot is defilement and degradation, 
but even so to touch Christ was an au- 
dacity of honor. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyrt, 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we have not always made the way smooth 
for thee. We have allowed the rough places 
of our own making to hinder thee. Forgive 
us for our inhospitality, for our selfish con- 
cern over our own little affairs. Forgive us 
that we have so seldom set out to proclaim 
thee at any cost to ourselves. Show us at 
the beginning of this new year the high 
privilege and the abounding joy of errands 
for thee, of road-making for thee, of telling 
others about thyself. In thy dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
seen a picture of a road in Palestine? 
You wouldn’t be likely to cali it a road 
unless somebody had put a title under 
the picture. Sharp stones and rough 
earth and sometimes almost nothing to 





ment, and he replied, “Massa, you'll 





show where the road runs; that is what 
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the people of Jesus’ day knew as the 
ordinary road. It might do well enough 
for common folks, but when any great 
ruler was to come on a visit to the coun- 
try there must be preparation made for 
him; and preparations meant something 
more than sweeping a paved street and 
stationing traffic policemen to keep back 
the crowds! Now John the Baptist did 
not of course go about with a stone- 
breaker and measuring line to fix up the 
rough roads of Palestine for Jesus. 
There were rougher roads than that for 
him to look out for. Men’s hearts must 
be prepared; for the roughest ways that 
Jesus had to travel with his sandaled 
feet were never so sharp or painful to 
him as the stony hearts of men, There 
is roadmaking for us to do now, so that 
Jesus may find his way into the life of 
some of the folks we know. We need 
to tell them about him. We need to urge 
them to open their lives to him. Are we 
doing as much of that as we might, or 
as other folks expect of us, or as much 
as Jesus loves to have us do? 


THE WAY FOR JESUS 


WHICH? 





VILDING 
ARRING 











Shall we face that question? Are we 
making it harder for others to let Jesus 
in, or are we making plain paths for 
him? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ There’s a song in my heart.” 

“ Go and tell unto all the gospel story.” 

“ Tell me the story of Jesus.” 

* How you will love Him!” 

*“O, listen to our wondrous story.” 

“‘*Whosoever heareth,’ shout, shout the 
sound.” 

“TI am a stranger here.” 

“ Day is dying in the west.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other -parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by the United Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.) 

Psalm 32: 
Psalm 34: 


1-11 (70: 1-3). 
1-15 (79: 1-3). 
Psalm 72: 1-19 (154: 1-3). 
Psalm 71 : 1-17 (151 : 1-4). 


Psalm 136 : 1-9, 22-26 (277 : 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ACH school, whatever lessons are 

taught, should plan for its separate 
group of young children with a separate 
session and special program when a sep- 
arate room is available, so as to provide 
suitable instruction in worship in addi- 
tion to the Bible lesson and related 
memory text. 

Primary children of six, seven, and 
eight should form a special department 
or class. They are public school chil- 
dren but unable to read easily from so 
difficult a book as the Bible. When 
children read fairly well, each should 
own a Bible and be promoted near the 
ninth birthday to a Junior class, where 
intensive work may be done to develop 
interest and love for the Bible and a 
knowledge of how to use it. 

Beginners under six years of age and 
not in public school, should not be in- 
cluded with the Primary group for les- 
son teaching. The Lesson: Committee 
states that in the “Improved Uniform 
Series” no provision is made for Be- 
ginners, “as they are already provided 
for in lessons specially prepared for 
that department.” (Graded Beginners’ 
Lessons in story form are available 
from Sunday-school publishing houses.) 


Preview—The new eight years’ series 
begins with six months’ lessons from 
Mark’s Gospel. In forty-five minutes a 
teacher can read the entire Gospel, 





noting portions suggested for twenty- 











LESSON FOR JAN. 6 (Mark 1 : 1-11) 


six lessons. Mark’s Gospel omits all 
stories of the childhood of Jesus; it was 
suggested that Christmas Sunday and 
Review should be devoted to such 
stories preparatory to the lessons for 
1918. Recall these by arranging a series 
of pictures, such as the baby Jesus in the 
manger, the shepherds’ visit, the presen- 
tation in the temple, the wise men’s 
visit, the flight into Egypt, the boy 
Jesus at twelve in the temple. 

Add a few incidents from Luke 1: 5-80 
about the other baby, John, the little 
cousin of Jesus who was six months 
older, Children love to hear about the 
angel Gabriel, who carried God’s mes- 
sages to both families,;.and about Mary’s 
visit to talk ovér her secret with Elisa- 
beth, also how both babies were named, 
John and Jesus. 

Lesson Teaching—Jesus and John 
were God’s messengers. 

Lesson Story.—Both children grew to 
be strong, good boys in the homes of 
their parents. As John grew to man- 
hood he liked to roam among the hills 
and by the river Jordan. When John 
met people he spoke this strange mes- 
sage, Repent, and be baptized, which 
means, Be sorry for doing wrong and do 
sO no more. 

Those who heard John told others, 
until groups of people gathered near the 
river to hear him speak. John was a 
strange-looking preacher, with his coat 
of camel’s hair and his plain leather 
belt. When he talked the people forgot 
how strange he looked. They listened 
to every word he said. Sometimes when 
he lived among the hills he ate. the 
locusts and wild honey which he found 
there, B 

John the Baptist often told the people 
that another preacher and teacher was 
soon coming who was greater than he. 
John: was preparing the way for him. 

One day while John was talking to 
the people this other man then came 
among them. John knew that he was 
the one of whom the angel said, Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he 
that shall save his people from their 
sins. John said, Look, behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world. 

Jesus asked John to baptize him. So 
they walked into the river Jordan, where 
John baptized Jesus. A voice from 
heaven said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 

Note——On the sand-table, or plain 
table, or blackboard sketch may be in- 
dicated the hill country in the north 
where Jesus grew up, and the hill coun- 
try to the south where John grew up. 
A ribbon or cord on the sand, or a 
crooked line in the drawing may show 
the Jordan river, where they met. 


Expression—Tell the teacher or write 
how you think that Jesus grew. Each 
day try to grow to be like Jesus, and 
ask him to help you. 


Peoria, IL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


“Heralds of Christ. who bear the King’s 
commands, : 
Immortal tidings in your mortal hands, 
Pass on, and carry swift the news ye bring, 
Make straight, make straight, the highway 
of the King.” 


HAT our girls may catch the vision 

of this John, the greatest of all 
Christ’s heralds, and of how he accom- 
plished his glorious task; and then that 
they too may be made ready and glad to 
take their places as bearers of these 
“immortal tidings,” this must be our 
prayer for our girls, before ever we 
come to meet our classes. 

First, then, the vision of John, of 
whom the Master himself said there was 
none greater (Matt. 11:11). Begin your 
lesson (with open Bibles) with that 
reference. Why did Jesus say John was 
so truly great? Turn first to a brief but 
definite study of the prophecies con- 
cerning him in Isaiah 40: 3-5 and Mal- 
achi 3: 1-3. (1) 

If you have a blackboard build your 
outline as you find its points, using one 
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girls, in a remarkable day school in Atlanta conducted by the North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church; and this winter she is teaching Mark’s Gospel to one of her high school girls’ 
classes, so that her lesson articles in The Sunday School Times are preceded by fresh and 
actual experience in those lessons with the girls themselves. 








of your ready writers for this while you 
keep your hand on the pulse of the 
class. Or you may prepare the simple 
outline on a big sheet of wrapping 
paper and lay it on your class table or 
pin it to some door or curtain hear your 
own seat in class. It will help focus 
and hold attention in either way, prefer- 
ably the first. Get some girl to make 
your outlines for the class, using a dif- 
ferent girl as often as possible for such 
work. These outlines with proper 
dates can be kept in individual Sunday- 
school note-books—small size for. girls, 
please—as well as the assignments for 
the next Sunday. Encourage and rec- 
ognize all such aids to study in every 
possible way, but never require it as a 
rigid rule with girls in their teens. 

The “forerunner” of every new era 
or moyement must be at least three 
things: 1, fearless; 2, faithful; 3, hum- 
ble ;—fearless as to results for himself; 
faithful to the cause he represents and 
full of faith in it; and surely “the voice” 


|of one who thus speaks for another 


must bespeak a nature of genuine hu- 
mility, a glad willingness to be lost 
sight of as the cause claims attention. 
So John was predicted. Now,. what 
was he, by the records of his life? (2) 

Give each of four girls one of the 
brief records of John’s work, from 
which after a moment’s thought each is 
to read aloud the very sentence or 
phrase she thinks sets forth most clearly 
some striking trait of his (Matt. 3: 1-12; 
Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3: 2-20; John 1: 
19-42). Make these assignments before 
class-time. (3) : 

Surely his words to his hearers (Matt. 
3:7-10) show utter fearlessness, not to 
mention his bold arraignment of Herod. 
And his choice of subjects, the one 
theme constantly emphasized (Matt. 3: 
11; Mark 1:7; Luke 3:16; John 1:8, 
19-30), proves his faithfulness to the 
One to whom he gave his whole life’s 
devotion. How easily he might have 
held for himself all that enthusiastic in- 
terest he aroused! How completely he 
stripped his life of everything which 





could have hindered his power as a fore- 
runner—a “voice”! (Mark 1:6; Luke 
1:80). (4) 

Now some clear-thinking girl will dis- 
cover some other trait of this herald of 
Christ, and right gladly accept such a 
finding and include it in your discussion 
and add it to your outline. To find for 
herself that John the Baptist was a 
man of marvelous vision will mean 
more to her than for her teacher to tell 
her this, however she may receive the 
telling. But it is quite likely the teacher 
will have to point out this crowning 
trait of his, and no further search will 
be needed than the Golden Text (John 
1:29) as evidence of it. 

Note the repetition of this clarion 
call to “behold the Lamb of God,” not 
merely the statement that John so be- 
lieved Him to be. Here, teacher, is your 
opportunity to say “behold Him” to that 
dear girl of yours who has as yet 
never really seen Jesus Christ as her 
own Saviour. Do not let it slip by you un- 
used. Her heart ishungry for him. (5) 

To behold him with that look of the 
soul which appropriates him, that is the 
first essential for his heralds to-day 
even as it'was for John, who claimed 
him as soon as he saw him. Press this 


home if you fail at every other point in | 


your lesson, /s he the Lamb of God to 
you? When he is, then he will supply 
to you, as he did to John, the greatest 
of all his heralds, the fearlessness, faith- 
fulness, and humility you need in such 
service. Yes, they are his gifts to his 
own. ‘Even humility, the last-to-be-ac- 
quired and most-to-be-desired, is a gift, 
not an achievement. If the girls balk 
at that word humble through a misun- 
derstanding of its true meaning explain 
it by a living example, if you know one 
you dare use, or by the humility of such 
fearless leaders as Lincoln and Lee. (6) 

As the Golden Text furnished your 
first appeal so may the Memory Verses 
be your last, an appeal based on the 
great need for heralds to-day, never 
greater: Luke 10: 1,2. Not one of your 
girls may be called to an official service 
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in His kingdom, but every one is called 
to “bear witness” in her own life to the 
power of his life and death and resur- 
rection, the blessed hope of his return, 
and the constant victory he gives his 
own who trust him for it. Just a few 
words from you (can you give them?) 
as to the deep and satisfying joy of 
such witnessing should precede your 
closing prayer: a 

“O God our Father, we thank Thee 3 
for John’s witness; make us heralds 
like him, fearless, faithful, and hum- 
ble, and grant to us as to him a vision 
of the Lamb of God to take all sin out 
of our lives. For thy name’s sake. 
Amen.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 1: 12-20 

1. Read the three accounts of Jesus’ 
temptation, in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke. (For all the class.) 

2. Compile the items gathered from 
these three accounts, noting every de- 
tail, but duplicating none on your rec- 
ord. (For one girl to bring to class.) 

3. From what book did Jesus quote in 
his’ answers? (See marginal refer- 
ences. ) | 

4. Memorize Jesus’ answers to Satan. 

5. Make a clearly printed copy of the , 
Golden Text, decorated with class colors 
or emblem, for your class-room. (For 
one girl.) 

ATLANTA, GA. 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 































































How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The Boy Scout idea used to get atten- 
tion. John’s dress explained. A map 
and a home-made sandal for hand-work. 

Main truth: How we can be Christ’s 
forerunners. 

Illustrations: Story of a young Swede; 
and a blackboard diagram based on 
arithmetical progression. 











6“ YONUNDRUM—lIn what way was 

John the Baptist like a Boy Scout?” 
Our class was organized into the Beaver 
Patrol during Christmas holidays. (1) 

Teacher’s conundrum didn’t stump us 
long. “John was sent on ahead so 
everything would ‘be prepared’ for 
Jesus’ coming,” ventured Fred, looking 
at verse 2. That’s the Scout motto, you 
know, “Be Prepared.” Bumps thought 
that John certainly kept himself “physi- 
cally strong, mentally, awake, and mor- 
ally straight,” and he was sure reverent 
(v. 7), the last point in the Scout law. 

Teacher agreed that those were good 
| answers, and had us look up in verse 6 
what kind of a uniform John wore. We 
read it and teacher explained how coarse 
the cloth was, something like a meal- 
bag, and that the girdle was probably a 
strip of hide tied around his waist. 

“Huh,” grunted Bulldog, scornfully, 
“that’s no way for a preacher to dress.” 

But teacher explained that this was 
the customary garb of a _ prophet. 
Elijah wore it (2 Kings 1:8), and one 
reason the people were so excited over 
John’s coming was because he was so 
much like Elijah (Luke 1:17). , 

Carl showed us the map he had made, 
and pointed out where John held his big 
meeting on the bank of the Jordan. 
Fatty had made a model of a sandal out 
of pasteboard and some leather strings. 
The latchet that John didn’t feel worthy 
to untie for Jesus was just a wide 
leather shoestring, sort of like the 
throat latch of a bridle, only tied. (2) 

“My, John must have loved to be 
Jesus’ messenger,” exclaimed Bert, look- 
ing at verse 2: “Lots of people wouldn’t 
ever have known about Him if it hadn’t 
been for John.” 

Teacher said that was true. John’s 
was as high an office as there had ever 
been up to that time (Luke 7:28). But 
he thinks we can all be Jesus’ heralds 
now. He believes that almost every one 
who accepts Christ has the way prepared 
| by some other person. He asked those 
| of us who are Christians to tell who 
Jesus’ herald to us was. Of course we 
said our parents; and teacher’s eyes 
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sort of shone when some of us declared 
that his teachings had helped us decide. 
But Bert said it was Fred who brought 
him. Then teacher said, “No wonder 
you two are chums, chums in the Lord.” 

We talked about what we could do to 
prepare the way for Jesus. Teacher 
thinks anything that will make people 
respect the Christian life helps, even 
just our living straight and being kind. | 
Then there is inviting other fellows to 
Sunday-school, sending Testaments to 
the soldiers, helping support mission- | 
aries, and above everything else, teacher 
believes, praying for the unsaved fel- 
lows we know. 

Teacher told about a young Swede 
who was converted in one of Mr. 
Moody’s Chicago meetings. He was so 
anxious to do something for Jesus that 
they put a sandwich board on him and 
sent him out on Clark Street. One side | 
of the board had on it John 3:16 
printed out ‘in full, and on the other 
side was an invitation to the Moody 
meetings. A traveling man read the 
sign, saw how happy the Swede looked, 
went to the meeting that night and was 
converted, That traveling man led a 
young Jew to Christ. The converted 
Jew became a missionary in Africa and 
won hundreds of souls for Jesus. That 
young Swede was Christ’s herald, just 
by being a sandwich man and showing a 
happy face. 

Teacher thinks we may be something 
like John the Baptist just by passing 
bills about a revival meeting. And he 
says you never know what may come of 
it. He put on the board a diagram, sort 
of family tree idea, to show what it 
would mean if each of us boys should 
win two other boys to Christ, and each | 
of them should win two more, and so | 
on. Say, the fourth bunch to be reached | 
that way would be ninety-six boys, and | 
altogether there would be one hundred 
and eighty converts, besides us _ six. | 
Wouldn't that be great! 

Then teacher asked us what it is that 
prepares a heart for Christ’s coming. 
We told him the first thing is repentance 
(vs. 4 and 15). He talked about that a 
while, and how one thing that keeps 
people from accepting Christ is their | 
unwillingness to admit their sinfiulness. 
A boy by repentance must prepare the 
way for Jesus’ to come into his own 
heart first, before he can prepare the 
way for any other heart. 

Fatty never has yielded yet, and 





longing look while he was talking. But 
Fatty didn’t act a bit interested, so 
teacher had us bow our heads for a 
closing prayer. 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 1: 12-20 

Bumps is to draw a map showing the 
places. 

I have to bring a picture of the Sea 
of Galilee. 

Fatty’s question is, What does Mat- 
thew say Jesus’ temptation was like? 

Other questions are: Why did Jesus 
have to be tempted? (Heb. 2: 18.) 

Explain about John’s being delivered 
up (v. 14). 

Name the first four disciples called. 

Terre Haute, INp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE dawn of a new year is for many 

the signal for new and good reso- 
lutions. What better resolve could be 
made than the determination by the 
grace of God to have a sweeter home 
life than ever before? Home can be 
heaven on earth providing the Lord has 
his rightful place in it. Let us see to it 
that the year 1918 be a year in which he 
shall have the pre-eminence in home and 
heart. Raise again the family altar if 
perchance it has been broken down and 
around it renew your covenant vows. 
Gather the members of the family 
around the Bible and together kneel in 
a new consecration which shall carry 


| it is of no use. 


/ men. 


} 


| 


teacher looked at him with a sort of | his Master. 


| South 
|may offer 
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' you through the untrodden track of the 


year. 
December 31 to January 6 
Mon.—Mark 1: 1-11. 
John Prepares the Way for Jesus. 
“The voice,” that was all John claimed 
to be. The message is more than the 
messenger. The “voice” must express 
correctly the thoughts of the person or 
it i Note John’s tone,—cry- 
ing. His place,—in the wilderness. His 


| message,—an announcement in which he 


required heart preparation. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: On this.last day 
of the old year let us review the past in 
the presence of God, gratefully praising 
him for his goodness, grace, and love 
and at the same time making an honest 
confession of failure and wrong-doing. 
Tues.—Isa. 40: 3-5; Mal. 3: 1-6. 

John’s Ministry Foretold. 

The office of the messenger was de- 
termined beforehand. John had _ his 
commission from heaven and not from 
Every true herald is thus called 
to his work, otherwise his efforts are 
vain and fruitless. 

Prayer Succestions: The first day 
of a new year. We face the untrodden 
path with our eyes looking to the Lord 
for guidance, wisdom, direction, and 
help. We have not passed this way here- 
tofore. Pray for grace to make Christ 
pre-eminesit in all your ways during 
1918. Christ first in heart, home, busi- 
ness, and recreation, 

Wed.—Luke 1: 8-17. 
John’s Birth Announced. 

No child had ever come to that home, 
and such an announcement was startling. 
The promise was almost too much for 
the faith of Zacharias. How often the 
answers to our prayers surprise us! 

PRAYER SuccEstions: Pray to be kept 
in perfect peace during these days of 
awful turmoil and perplexity; for our 
rulers that wisdom and insight may be 
given them in all their momentous de- 
liberations; for our men who are suf- 
fering the hardships, privations, and 
perils of the war. 

Thurs.—John 1: 19-30. 
John’s Testimony to Jesus. 

Had John taken advantage of his pop- 
ularity he might have had many follow- 
ers, but he was too honest for that, and 
sought to share no honor. belonging to 
Happy is that servant who 
never seeks to assume any of his Lord’s 
prerogatives. Such humility is as rare 
| as it is fascinating. 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
Indians of Bolivia and other parts of 
America; that suitable workers 
themselves in increasing 
numbers, and that means for their sup- 


| port may be forthcoming; that transla- 


| 





tions of the Scriptures recently made 
may be greatly blessed; and that native 


| Christians may grow in — 


Fri—John 3: 26-36; Acts 13 
John Fulfilling His Course. 

“He must increase, but I must de- 
crease.” It is for him to go on grow- 
ing and for me to be ever getting less. 
What neble renunciation! It is no mock 
humility but the promptings of a loyal- 
hearted follower of the Saviour. ‘John 
shone as the star, the day comes, and 
he fades away. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that the 
individual members of our churches 
may be more and more:led to seek to be 
filled with all the fulness of God, so that 
the world’s need for spiritual witnesses 
may be more fully met. 

Sat.—Matt. 9: 36 to 10: 8. 
Jesus Appoints the Twelve. 

To us the multitudes are suggestive 
of strength and buoyancy, but to Jesus 
of need and weakness. We are exhila- 
rated by the crowd, Jesus was moved 
with compassion. The twelve are ap- 
pointed first to be with Him and then 
to go forth from Him to préach, teach, 
and heal. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
many whose occupations tie them up so 
that it is very difficult, if not impossible, 
to attend Christian services, the lunch- 
room workers, newsboys, hotel staffs, 





conductors and motormen on railways, 
surface cars and ferryboats. Also 
our church sextons and their staffs. 
Sun.—Matt. 11: 2-9. 
John’s Message to Jesus. 

This is John’s cry from the dungeon, 
raised probably to dispel the doubts 
which his own disciples harbored con- 
cerning Christ, or it may be the plaint 
of his own despoéndent heart, for the 
strongest faith may give way under 
trial. To a child of freedom like John 
prison was worse than the grave, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Sunday-schools of the land; for our su- 
perintendents and their assistants; for 
the noble army of teachers and Sunday- 
school workers; let us especially pray 
for those in our kindergarten classes 
and the babies on our Cradle Rolls. 


New York Ciry. 
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The Perfect Mark 
By Zelia M. Walters 


SYRANDMOTHER told the anne 

a story about the time when she was 

a little girl, and had just started to 
school. 

Teacher promised a prize that year to 
any child who would come all term 
without a tardy mark. Little grand- 
mother wanted that prize very much, 
for it was a big red book full of fine 
stories. Most of the children had been 
tardy at least once, but she had not. 
Then came Thanksgiving, and then 
Christmas, and still she was not tardy. 
Then one morning she could not find 
her red mittens, and she was a few min- 
utes late starting. She thought she 
could run, but it had rained in the 
night, and the rain was frozen, so that 
the ground was covered with ice. But 
away she went as fast as she could, 
across the meadow, sliding, and some- 
times falling. 

She was going to be in time, for the 
bell had not rung when she reached the 
steep little hillock before the school. 
She started up, but when she had gone 
a little way she came sliding back, quite 
to the bottom. She tried again, in an- 
other place, but when she got a third 
of the way up, she came sliding down 
again to the bottom. Again she tried, but 
the hill was like a sheet of glass. Even 
though she crept on her hands and knees 
she could not get all the way to the top. 
Then she ‘stood at the bottom of the hill 
and wept. It was dreadful to miss the 
prize when she had tried so hard, and 
really this was not her fault at all. She 
was in plenty of time if only she could 
get up the hill, 

“Hullo, there; what’s the trouble?” 

Little grandmother looked up through 
her tears. At the top of the hill stood 
one of the big boys. She was rather 
afraid of him, and called him a horrid 
boy in her mind. 

“T can’t get up the hill,” she cried, 
“and I shall be late.” 

“And then you’d miss the prize. And 
that would be too bad when you’ve tried 
so hard. Let me see. We’ve only about 
two minutes to do anything. I can’t 
come and get you. I couldn’t get up 
that smooth ice myself. I came around 


the other way, but it’s too late for you 


to do that, Oh, I know, just wait a 
minute. You'll get up in time, and 
don’t cry any more.” 

He ran away, and she stood, trem- 
bling and hoping, but also fearing the 
bell would ring any minute. He was 
back very soon, and he held a coil of 
rope in his hand. 

“Now, then, I’m going to throw you 
the two ends,” he said, “and I’ve put 
loops in them. You put your hands 
through the loops, and hold on tight, 
and I'll pull you up.” 

Down came the rope. She found the 
loops, and held on tight, and then she 
was being drawn up the hill. It would 
have been fun if she had not been in 
such anxiety. All she needed to do was 
to stand firm, and the big boy helped 
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her to skate up hill. She was at the 
top at length, There came a cheer from 
the schoolroom window, where teacher 
and schoolmates had been watching. 
They were all glad that the youngest 
scholar, who had tried so hard, was on 
time. 

“Oh, thank you! Thank you!” she 
cried to the big boy. “If I should get 
the prize it will be half yours. You're 
the nicest boy I know.” 

Then she ran in, and just as she got 
to her seat the bell rang. 

And at the end of the term she was 
the only one who had not been late; so 
she got the prize. 


Rocky River, Ou10. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





January 13. Young Christians Reaching Up- 
ward. Psa. 63: 1-8 

January 20. Young Christians Reaching Out- 
ward. Gal. 6: 1-10. 

January 27. Christian Endeavor Goals and 
How to Reach Them. Rom. 12: 1-13. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 3. Christian Duty and Privilege. 
II. Winning Others to Christ. John 1: 
35-46. (Consecration meeting. Christian 
Endeavor Decision Day.) 





Sunday, January 6 


Christian Duty and Privilege. 
1. Becoming a Christian 


(Acts 26 : 13-15). 
(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—An = (Acts 
16: 

Tues.—Faith pn ‘John 3: 1-8, 16). 

Wed.—Repentance second (Acts 2: 


conscience 


37-47): 
Thurs.—Obedience third (Acts 9: 1-6). 
Fri—The result—pardon (Acts 3: 
13-21). 
Sat.—Grateful service (Phil. 2: 12-16). 











Why should we become Christians early in 
life? 

What advantages come from being a Chris- 
tian? 

Of what value are Christians to the worid? 


HE world is suffering to-day from 
the results of refusing to be Chris- 
tian. Christians are not spared from 
suffering, but the world if it were Chris- 
tian would be spared the sufferings of 
war and of the disease and famine and 
sorrow which are caused by war. The 
moment that nations and men should 
become Christians and act as Christians 
that moment war would cease and peace 
and goedwill and comfort would come 
to, abound in the earth. The shadows 
under which the new year begins would 
break and disappear if the world would 
to-day accept and follow Christ. 
War and the dark punishment of the 
world are the fruits of its own evil will. 














LESSON FOR JAN. 6 (Mark 1 : 1-12) 


It is easy to say this. What can we 
do to bring it about? First of all we 
can be ristians ourselves, If we 
have never taken Christ to be our 
Saviour and Lord we ought to do so 
now. If we do not then we share re- 
sponsibility for the continuance of the 
conditions - which possible this 
kind of a world. If we do obey Christ 
ourselves we make it easier for him to 
control human life and to build up his 
kingdom of righteousness and peace and 
joy. 


‘# 

The will of Christ for the world is all 
goodness and friendship and truth. 

Becoming a Christian is no intricate 
and difficult undertaking. Dr. Pentecost 
tells of a negro railway porter whom 
he was urging to become a Christian 
and who replied, “Yes, boss, I know I 
ought to and some day I intends to, but 
I, dreads de process.” There is no 
process to dread. “Follow me,” said 
Jesus to the first disciples, and they 
simply rose and followed him. If there 
are sins which must be abandoned or 
wrong ambitions surrendered these may 
appear to struggle with us. But we can 
turn this struggle over to Christ. 


God’s grace can do all things for us if 
we will trust it. Can it do anything if 
we will not? 


Whatever the past may have been let 
us begin the new year as Christians. The 
older ones among us may have much to 
ask forgiveness for. God is willing to 
the uttermost. The youngest ones need 
not delay or hesitate because they can- 
not feel as deeply their sin as the older 
ones ought to feel it. God wants them 
most of all. The more eager and joyous 
their life the more ready they should 
be to give themselves and to claim 
Christ now. As the boy’s prayer says: 

“Lord who created me 
Nimble and light of limb; 
In three elements free 
To run, to ride, to swim. 
Not when the sight is dim, 

But now. from a heart of joy 
I would remember Him; 
Take the thanks of a boy.” 


And the boy’s heart, too. That also he 
will give with his thanks and his love 
and his joy. 


The greatest wealth in the world is 
Christ. Why delay being rich? 


The Christian salvation is fulness of 














A Memorial to a “Sunshiny” Man.— 
A granite monolith bearing a bronze 
tablet was recently erected and un- 
veiled to the memory of prt Sunday- 
school man, Dr. George W. Bailey. The 
stone is in the Eglington Cemetery, 
Clarksboro, N. J., within a few feet of 
the grave of Dr. Bailey. Dr. Bailey had 
held the highest offices in the Glouces- 
ter County, New Jersey, International 
and World’s Sunday hool Associa- 
tions, He entered upon his heavenly re- 
ward last December. 

Leading officials from all the organ- 
izations mentioned were at the unveil- 
ing and numerous addresses were de- 
livered by them. The stone had been 
draped with the American flag. As the 
children from the neighboring public 
schools surrounding the memorial stone 
sang “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” 
a granddaughter of Dr. Bailey, Miss 
Frances Bailey Elliott, unloosed the 
folds of the flag, which was then lifted 
till it flew in the breeze just above the 
hundreds who were present... The hour 
was in the early afternoon. The public 
schools had been dismissed for the oc- 
casion. The day was perfect for such 
an occasion. . 

The program was in charge of Samuel 
W. Downer, of Downer, N. J., a former 
president of the New Jersey Sunday 
School Association, who with others 
from the Gloucester County Association 
had worked indefatigably to make the 
event a worthy tribute to one of the 
best-known Sunday-school men of the 
world. Mr. Downer said in introducing 
Rev. E. M. Fergusson, of Baltimore, as 
the presiding officer, “We are here to 


| pay a tribute to one of the great men 


who has. lived on this earth,” and then 
referred to the day which was typical of 
the man—“sunshiny, warm, beautiful.” 
Among those who took part were 
Charles A. Brown, Woodbury, N. J.; 
Samuel D, Price, D.D., Montclair, N. J.; 
Marion Lawrance, Chicago; Frank L. 
Brown, New York; and Seth P. Leet, 
Montreal. 


“Merry Christmas” to Missionaries. 





life. Why live less than a full life? 


We sing “Jesus Saviour pilot me.” 
He can do this. And there is nothing 
else that he cannot do, 


New York City. 


‘ae 


Have You Lost Your Bible? was the 
question put to a group of people who 
were studying the Sunday-school lesson 
on the returned exiles’ joy in their new- 
found Bible as it was read to them by | 
Ezra; and faces grew thoughtful as the 
thought was pressed home that many, 
by sheer neglect, have lost their ‘Bible, 
the most precious possession God ever 
gave to man. To restore this priceless 
Book to as many lives as possible is the 
aim of the International Bible Reading | 
Association, founded in 1882, which has | 
now nearly a million members in ninety | 
different countries. The Association 
has its headquarters at 56 Old Bailey, 
London, Eng., but ten or more people | 
anywhere may form a branch, the only | 
condition of membership being an in- | 
tention to read the Bible, and an annual 
subscription of three cents a year for 
Branch members, and six cents for indi- 
vidual members of the Association. A 
branch should appoint one of its mem- 
bers as secretary, to whom the supplies, 
consisting of a leaflet giving the daily 
readings for the year, and a monthly 
leaflet giving hints on the daily read- 
ings, will be sent, The topic for the 
week is the Improved Uniform Sun- 
day-school lesson. Many schools and 
churches are forming branches, one 
school having recently requested one 
thousand membership cards. Will you 
organize a branch in your church or 
school, or in your neighborhood, for the 





daily study of God’s Word? 


—More than twelve hundred mission- 
aries are receiving gifts for their work 
through the Surplus Material Depart- 
ment of the World’s Sunday School As- 


| sociation. Each year, long before 


Christmas, a “Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year” letter leaves the 


| office of the World’s Association, 216 


Metropolitan Tower, New York, for 
each missionary with whom the Surplus 
Material Department is in active rela- 
tionship. 

With each letter a number of helpful 
things are sent. This year the packet 
contained thirteen enclosures. First in 
continued usefulness were two daily 
Bible reading Sunday-school calendars. 
Many missionaries in writing their 


| thanks say that they have no other way 


of knowing where the Uniform Lessons 
are found. Then there was a copy of 
1917 “Gist of the Lesson.” Our lessons 
for 1917 will be studied in the Philip- 
pines and Korea in 1918. The “Gist” is 
also useful as a small-sized commentary, 
and makes a fine gift to a native pastor 
who can speak English. Two different 
publishers gave a Christmas musical 
service for each of the 1,200 mission- 
aries. 

The total weight of each packet was 
about a half pound, making nearly 600 
pounds. Letters of thanks will arrive 
from the missionaries in a few weeks, 
and they will then indicate some special 
things that they need greatly in their 
work. The home folks can have a part 
in honoring these special requests. 
During the past months many parcel 
post packages, containing such things as 
dolls, marbles, knives, handkerchiefs, 
etc., have been sent to the missionaries 
for distribution at the Christmas sea- 
son. Many schools and classes begin the 
preparation of such things during the 


Honoring the Memory of a “Sunshiny * Man 


A granite memorial to Dr. George W. Bailey, Sunday-School Lead 
Snowe, be Freak &.. Beewe, Jolt © is 
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\ Sunday School Association, and Robert Cashman, Business Mana- ) 
ger of the International Sunday School Association 








and other 








summer months. Information can be 
had by writing to the World’s Sunday 
School Association, Surplus Material 
Department, 216 Metropolitan Tower, 
New York. Name your denomination 
that you may receive an introduction to 
a missionary in your own church. 
About 26,000 have been thus related here 
to a missionary abroad. 


“Live Wires” in Argentina.—“I am 
glad to be able to report also that things 
are moving rapidly toward the forma- 
tion of organized ,classes,” writes Mr. 
Howard from Buenos Ayres. “Six 
months ago there were no organized 
classes in this city. Now we have four 
in our English Sunday-schools and sev- 
eral in the process of organization in 
our Spanish schools. Several weeks ago 
a teacher brought his boys up to my 
office to discuss plans for the class. I 
suggested that they organize them- 
selves; and they have done so, calling 
themselves “The Live Wires.’ I had 
them look over the Intermediate Graded 
Lessons, and they made up their minds 
to adopt these lessons. After a profit- 
able hour discussing these plans, the 
teacher took us all out to have after- 
noon tea and cake in the tallest building 
in Buenos Ayres. During tea I heard 
one of the boys turn to the teacher and 
say: ‘It is going to be very interesting 
after this; now watch our class grow.’ 
I pledged them to get to work and see 
if they could not double their member- 
ship before the end of the year. On 
Saturday evening I am to meet with 
them in the church to take up the mat- 
ter of personal purity with them. 

“From another school the superin- 
tendent came in great perplexity’ want- 
ing to know what they should do to keep 
the young men in the Sunday-school. 
‘For the last ten years,’ he declared, ‘we 
have been leading our boys and girls up 
to the 15th or 16th year, and then we 
have had to see them drop out of the 
Sunday-school. What shall we do?’ I 
suggested organization and _ through- 
the-week activities. So they organized 
their young men into ‘The Forum Club’ 
and their girls into ‘The Sunbeams.’ 
That class of young men has almost 
doubled and there is no danger of their 
dropping out just now. They are too 
much interested doing things to realize 
that they may possibly be ‘too big for 
the Sunday-school.’” 


Sunday-school Before Day in Japan. 
—“To-morrow is Sunday, and_ that 
means that if I don’t retire early to- 
night I’ll be cross to-morrow and then 
the children won’t behave,” wrote a mis- 
sionary in Japan, on a certain Saturday 
night, to the World’s- Sunday School 
Association. She added: “The primary 
school children near here have to be at 
school at 5 A. M. Sunday morning, so 


they will learn not to be sleepy heads! |’ 


. . + So on Sunday morning when you 
get in a few extra winks of sleep think 
of the little children who are being put 
through the discipline of being at school 
at 5 A. M.” 


“Service to the Army” is not new to 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
whose “Silent Comforters” were first 
developed by the Society for the sol- 
diers in the Civil War. A large amount 
of valuable literature was also wel- 
comed by the soldiers of the Spanish- 
American War. 

For the present need the Union is 
planning service along the following 
lines : 

1. A special edition of the Gospel of 
Mark, from which the Sunday-school 
lessons for the first half of 1918 are se- 
lected. This will also contain comments 
written by the Rev. F. B. Meyer, of 
London, from whose church and con- 
nected Sunday-schools more than 700 
young men have already gone into the 
war, Pictures and hymns will render 


( Continued on next page) 
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You can’t afford to place your order where cheapness 
of production is the thing strived for, rather than the 

ulet elegance~and strict adherence to correct social 
rm which characterizes OUR WORK. Samples 
mailed on request. 
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C rane 


MADE TO YOUR ORDER 15¢ AND UP 
Catalog tree, showing 


hundreds of new d 











GIST q will stand a year's rough usage 


Gist of the Lesson 








esson Companion. -fame 
for its condens hought, concise 
expression, pertinent illustration, and 
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Che Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, December 22, 1917 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers; in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: hs : 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 

° to separate addresses or ina 
package’to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

ad copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per copy. One copy, me years, $6. 

+ ne free copy ad- 

Free Copies ditional will be al- 

lowed for every ten copies paid for in 

a club at the $1 rate. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 


school to examine it will: be sent free 
upon application. 
om er is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“You men have 

done a wonderful 
thing for the boys 
of this regiment.” 


That is what an army chaplain 
writes to the Business Men's War 
Council of the Pocket Testament 
League, 


From a Y.M.C.A. camp secretary 
comes this testimony : 


“I never saw men-so hungry for 
Testaments. I never saw men so 


hungry for the Gospel.” 


You who have been supporting the 
League’s work by your gifts may 
well rejoice over the results. ‘The 
officers and men ofthe army and 
Navy are joining the Pocket Testa- 
ment League by the thousand. 
Membership means the acceptance 
of a Testament to be carried regu- 
yar | in the soldier’s or sailor's 
pocket, and that the man who car- 
ries it will make it the rule of his 
life to read a chapter a day. 


Almost one-third of the men who 
receive Testaments in the meetings 
in the Y.M.C.A. huts, and in per- 
sonal touch with the League's field 
staff, signify their acceptance of 
Christ for the first time, 


Will you, your church, your Sunday-school, 
your people's society, equip a company 
of Wien (050 with Testaments, at 30 éents 
for each: so 3. Will you ask for League 
literature, and present. the matter to your 
fellow-workers ? Quick action is imperative. 


BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 

THE POCKET. TESTAMENT LEAGUE-. 
Mr. J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, ; 
520 Witherspoon Bidy., Philadelphia, Pa. 








IN FLORIDA 


A Bible Study Institute wil be con- | 
ducted in the Conference Auditorium | 
at Crescent City, Florida, February a2oth | 
to March a2oth, 10918. he followin 

H lecturers of nation-wide reputation will | 
teach connected courses: 


] © 1, Scotield, D.D.. Editor, Scofield | 


Geo. B. Guille, Author, Lecturer of the Extension 
Department of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
m te Pettingill, Author, Dean of the Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Lewis S. Chafer, Author and Teacier, New York. 
Se + Chafer, ‘leacher, Philadelphia, Pa. 
» G; Trumbull, Editor, The Sunday School Times, 
hiladeiphia, Pa. 
Dr. Scofield will speak five hours each week. All 
the teaching will be in lecture form only, and free of 
y tuition charge. Secure entertainment or addi- 
al information by addressing the 


LE INSTITUTE SECRETARY, CRESCENT CITY, FLA. 
Please Pass This Notice On 


. . + J . 
Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life 
By Hannah Whitall Smith Attractive 
Hundreds of thousands sold—still the greatest devo. Binding 
ti-nal book in the world, outside the Bible! c 


F. H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Av., N.Y. - 17 N. Wabash, Chicago 








INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
r ; Sl Does YOUR Church use thi 
“> Clestly end santary methods 

an 


, . Outhits on trial, 
THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box S, Lina, Ohio 


CHURCH PEWS 
and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd. 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 








WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy | 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which ~ x-* or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo. ,Dept.T.Chicego 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


| food? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES . 


“Service in the Army” 
( Continued from preceding page) 


this edition attractive, both for per- 
sonal reading and for meetings. 

2. Wall charts, cards, and rolls, con- 
taining choice Scripture texts suited for 
hospitals, mess rooms, and other public 
places; also booklets and leaflets care- 
fully selected to bring the Gospel truths 
to young men. 

3. A new series of short stories by 
modern writers, enmiphasizing heroism, 
and presenting New Testament truths 
about gE salvation and the Chris- 
tian life. 

4. Life sketches of Christian men of 
recent times, pea, Rae Philip 
and Mahan, Generals Howard, Lee, and 
“Stonewall* Jackson, President Mc- 
Kinley, Cyrus H. McCormick, D. L. 
Moody and Phillips Brooks. 


It Takes Forty-two Santen eee, 
with an average of 340 officers and 
teachers, to win one soul a week to 
Christ by public confession, according 
to a report just received at the Inter- 
national office from one of the thriving 
middle Western states. 

The same report indicates that it 
takes thirty-one Sunday-schools with an 
average of 220 officers and teachers to 
win one new member a week for the 
churches of that state. 

Oh, for the spirit of a Moody, a Dr. 
Bailey, or a Billy Sunday, to “bring in 
the harvest” of our boys and girls! 


A Girl’s Memory Astonishes a Con- 
vention.—“A Bible memory medal” has 
been awarded to Miss Florence Jose- 
phine Anderson, of Bismark, North 
Dakota, who at twelve years of age has 
mastered twenty-five chapters through 
the self-sacrificing assistance of her 
Sunday-school teacher, Miss Grace 
Myers. 

hrough the generosity of the Men’s 
Bible Class of the Presbyterian. Sunday- 
school of Bismark, she was sent to 
Fargo, and made such an impression on 
the convention that’ not only was she 
honored by the bestowal of the medal, 
but the delegates took an offering with 
which to buy her a beautiful Bible, 
which will be properly engrossed and 
stamped, and presented to her with the 
felicitations of the North Dakota Sun- 
day School Association. 


Publicity, in the Sunday-schools.— 
How to promote Sunday-school work 
by publicity was taught in a series of 
lectures at the International Training 
School for Sunday School Association 


| Leaders at Conference Point on Lake 


Geneva, Wis., last July, by H. H. Smith, 
managing editor of The Continent... The 
course of study included all phases of 
publicity and promotion as applied to 
church activities. Here are some of the 
points emphasized: 3 

Assume that the newspapers want to 
help you. 

Educate your editor to the importance 
of religious education, 

Do not neglect the papers you do not 
read. 

Give facts, not editorial cornments. 

Put an idea into each word. 

Always put the important thing ‘first. 

Time is the essence of all news. 

Give initials. 

Spell properly. 

Don’t be sensitive. 

Don’t “slip in” advertising in the form 
of news, 

Have a Publicity Committee in local 
Association and in each Sunday-school. 


“Sparks From Prof. Walter S. Ath- 
earn’s Anvil’! is a good title for the 
following nuggets quoted from the In- 
ternational Searchlight: 

“A good teacher is a growing teacher. 
Growth requires food and exercise. 
What is your intellectual and spiritual 
What books have you read dur- 
ing the past year? What schools of 
methods and conventions have you at- 
tended? Get on the scales and weigh 
yourself, teacher. Are you growing or 
drying up?” 

“The only thing about a beer garden 

1 Professor Athearn is Chairman of the 


Committee on Education of the International 
Sunday School Association. 





that I covet is the familiar sign, ‘Family 
Entrance.’ I should like to put that 
sign over the door of every church in 
the land. The family should be a unit 
in public worship.” 

“The Sunday-school forces of Amer- 
ica should build a prairie fire around 
the denominational colleges and acad- 
emies that do not give religion and re- 
ligious education an adequate place in 
their courses of study.” 

How a Brazilian Sunday-school 
Waked Up a Church.—Practical meth- 
ods work successfully in Brazil as well 
as in the United States, as can be seen 
from the letter which came from an in- 
terior town in the state of Sao Paulo: 

“This church never had a properly 
organized Sunday-school until 1915. In 
the year 1o1t I moved to this region, 
but, living outside of the city, could not 
do much for the school, By and by the 
Lord sent the right man for the right 
place; it is remarkable to note the inter- 
est he takes as a superintendent. There 
was a small class of children when he 
began, which increased year after year 
until the young preacher, Senor Epam- 
inondas Mello do Amaral, came in 
1915 and organized the Sunday-school 
after the standard of the Brazil Union. 
He encountered great difficulties; the 
older elements of the church had never 
seen such a complicated organization as 
was proposed and such an expenditure 
of money as would be necessary for lit- 
erature and outfit. However, the strug- 
gle ended in victory. 

“Very soon members of the new 
Home Department transferred to other 
classes to -be present every Sunday, 
Another notable change was that mem- 
bers of the church who had been back- 
ward and indifferent began to talk, 
pray in public and. work for the cause. 
All in the school became interested in 
the public worship and: the sermons. 

“It is interesting to note the prepon- 
derante of children in. the school who 
attend with regularity. There is one 
pupil 13 years old who walks eight kilo- 
meters [arkilometer is. about five-eighths 
of a mile] even on rainy Sundays to at- 
tend the: school; another 9 years of age, 
son of a widow. in the Home Depart- 
ment, walks five kilometers every Sun- 
day. There are others whose parents 
are not believers who attend regularly 


without any encouragement from home. |. 


There is one negro boy 16 years old who 
has not missed a single Sunday in four 
years: he works in a factory and at- 


tends a night school assiduously.” 


A Home Department Membership 
Contest between the Richardson Mem- 
orial Presbyterian and the Bethlehem 
Presbyterian Churches of Philadelphia 
was held ast June, and the result 
showed that the Bethlehem Home De- 
partment numbered 507, and the Rich- 
ardson, 557. The contest was not 
merely for membership but for evan- 
gelistic promotion as well. 

Home Departments in Pennsylvania 
are obtaining the names of the young 
men who are enlisting for war, and put- 
ting them on the Home Department 
roll, hoping thereby. to keep them in 
touch with good influences at home. 


One of the Home Departments gave 


a “party” to the babies of the Cradle 
Roll the second week in May, known as 
“Baby Week.” Several of the visitors 
of the Home Department also helped 
the Cradle Roll superintendent to visit 
the babies and canvass for new mem- 
bers. This Home Department and 
Cradle Roll are working together to 
carry out the slogan, “Every mother’s 
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baby on the Cradle Roll, and every 
baby’s mother in the Home Department.” 


Mohammedans in “Listening 
In.”,—“The attendance is. steadily in- 
creasing and the last Sunday in this 
month four Mohammedan professors 
were present at the preaching service 
and fifteen Mohammedan boys came to 
the Sunday-school for the first time.” 
So writes a worker from Egypt. “Their 
fathers came and stood outside the win- 
dows, so as to ascertain what the teach- 
ing might be. A number of them were 
thus listening out of doors, and they 
formed an outer ring to the class.” 


A Moslem School in Vacation Time. 
—In the Theological Seminary at Cairo, 
Egypt, a young native had listened to the 
Rev. Stephen Trowbridge, the World’s 
Sunday School Secretary, while he lec- 
tured to the students on Sunday-school 
possibilities and methods. During his 
long vacation that student thought of 
the prayer and fellowship of those days 
at Cairo, and resolved to start a Sun- 
day-school in the village where he was 
preaching. There had been no Sunday- 
schoc' there before. He has now 
seventy members, and he writes with 
gladness of heart, “I thought: it would 
be difficult to begin a Sunday-school, but 
I have learned that the power of God 


can do anything.” 3 
SIN THE SCHOOL 


THE BIBLE th ie tom 


cre naa 
your a 
Department 


Make’ your Congregation a body of Bible students 


Send for ‘‘A Guide to Bible Study"’ on inspec- 
tion. Practical. Scriptural. Makes the Word 
of God clear. Adds a new impetus to the- 
study of the Bible as a whole. ; 

Suited to. independent Bible study in the 
home ; for use in family worship or for Sunday 
schools, 

Endorsed by recognized authorities, - 


The Christian: Nation : *‘ Graded, practical, sys- 











tematic, and eminently teachable, understandable, and 


incomparably helpful 


he Su Times: “It is areal guide 
to Bible’study, sending pupil and teacher to the Word 
itself to get its consecutive teaching. It does away 
with scrappy study.” 


The Sunday-Schoet World: “ The shoughs in 
each lesson is developed in such a clear, orderly way 
that it is a pleasure to.follow it, and the interest deep- 
ens as the study proceeds.”’ 


The Evangelical Messenger: “Admirably adapted 
for Bible study. Condensed, suggestive and stimula- 
tive.” 


The Assembly Herald : ‘‘Simplicity, practicability 
and the poser to grip not only the attention of the 
scholar, but also to make a most effective teacher out 
of an ordinary one, give to this Guide unusual value ; 
and then, too,git provides against the disconnected 
lessons of the past by providing a consecutive course 
of study, which is always a great aid to sustained in- 
terest. 

The Religious Telescope: ‘The methods used 
by the author are adapted to the attainment of a clear 
and complete knowledge of the Bible."” 

The Watchman-Examiner: ‘It greatly exalts 
the Bible by letting the Bible speak for itself and by 
sending the student to the Bible itself, rather than to 
books about the Bible.” 

The Christian Intelligencer : ‘‘ The present work 
is done with great thoroughness and will interest all to 
whom is intrusted the religious training of the young.” 

Part 1. Genesis to Ruth. : 
“9. x Samuel to Nehemiah. } Pires 
“ 3, TheGospels and the Acts.) “Use. 
¢ 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. ) 
e 1 Kings to Nehemiah (por- j Advanced 
tions of nine prophetical . Cour 


books). . S. **Inter- 
* 6. Life of Christ. | mediate’’). 
“* 9. The Acts and the Epistles. 
Paper, each Part 
Cloth, each Part 
Parts 1 to 3 in one volume, cloth 
Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, cloth 
Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 








Bright, 


** Something to do,"" 


by all the children. 





THE CHILD’S HOUR 


Edited by MISS JOSEPHINE BRUCE 


The Best Primary 
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hs interesting, 
clever ¢/lustrations give ‘ 
a distinctive place in the Sunday-school world. 

A new feature has also been added, called 
which is greatly enjoyed 
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cts. a year ; ten copies to one address, each 25 cts. a year. 
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